
 

 

 

 

Rondetafelgesprek duurzame ontwikkeling in het Koninkrijk – 9 nov 2022   

Vaste Kamercommissie Koninkrijksrelaties  

It is clear that protected areas will play a key role climate strategies for the Caribbean island within  
the Kingdom of the Netherlands. To allow nature within these protected areas to flourish it is 
essential that means are made available to keep them in the best health possible. Climate plans for 
the Kingdom should therefore incorporate funding stream that provide stable funding to the 
organisations charged with the conservation and upkeep of these areas as well as continue to fund 
initiatives aimed at improving the overall state of nature on the islands. Any plans should include all 
six islands in the Caribbean part of the Kingdom as they have a joined past and a shared future.   

The ever more prevalent effects of climate change are changing weather patterns and disrupting the 
balance of nature. This poses an existential risk to society as we know it and to all forms of life on 
Earth. In the Dutch Caribbean the effects are already noticeable and we need to act now to prevent 
further damage and loss.  

The Dutch Caribbean is home to many unique animal and plant species, many of these are 
endangered already due to loss of habitat, fishing/poaching, pollution and other stressors.  
Intensifying climate change will put an additional burden on these species. For example: turtles will 
lose nesting beaches due to sea level rise and birds will lose nesting sites because of vegetation loss 
caused by drought or extreme weather events. Fish that use mangrove forests and sea grass beds for 
shelter will disappear if these habitats are lost. And there are many more of these examples. 

Improving the health of the natural environment 

Healthy ecosystems provide important services such as flood control, storm surge protection, 
groundwater replenishment; and limits the impacts of sea level rise and droughts. The destruction of 
our wetlands, forests and coral reefs reduces the environment’s ability to protect itself and us. 

Reducing existing pressures on the environment and rehabilitating degraded ecosystems is a top 
priority. There is good legislation and conservation policies in place to draw on all island and there are 
many relevant conservation projects. The skills and knowledge exist to implement measures, but 
these need to be followed through with appropriate funding. 

Protecting nature and habitats in nature reserves serves many purposes. Marine protected areas can 
increase the health of coastal and marine habitat, making them more resilient to climate change 
pressures and better able to support healthy fisheries in the future.  On land, protected areas serve to 
safeguard vulnerable species and ecosystems from averse human impact. 

The park management organisations on the islands play an essential role in ensuring island 
ecosystems remain in good health. They are tasked with protecting and preserving nature within the 
parks both on land and in the sea, restoring damage after extreme events and educating the people 
on the island as well as visitors about the beauty of our nature and the need to protect it. They are 
also the first called upon to help after extreme weather events such as hurricanes or sargassum 
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blooms. That is why stable funding for basic operational cost of these organisations should be 
guaranteed in funding strategies for the future.  

Developing national adaptation plans 

Islands need to start preparing now for the change that will come.  Each of the Dutch Caribbean 
islands should have a national adaptation plan which details how to best combat climate change 
impacts on the islands. These plans should incorporate: 

- A risk assessment of the infrastructure, economy and nature of the islands 
- Disaster preparedness plan 
- Livelihood diversification strategies 
- Stress test of the current system  

These plans cannot be developed in isolation. That is why we call on the Dutch government to work 
with all six islands in the Dutch Caribbean in developing these plans to identify how they can support 
each other and learn from successful projects as well as identify how to tackle challenges jointly.  

We welcome the important effort the Dutch government is making in strengthening nature 
protection on the islands. Both by funding the Nature and Environment Policy Plan for the BES islands 
(NMBP-BES) as well as this new Climate Table initiative that will incorporate adaptation strategies and 
nature based solutions. But we call on the Dutch Government to also make sure that  an appropriate 
budget for the 2nd phase of the NMBP-BES is guaranteed as this is essential for the effectiveness of 
the plan. And whilst we do believe this effort are vital for the BES islands they are equally needed on 
the CAS islands, so we request that you to incorporate all six islands in the conversation going 
forward. Lastly we would like to emphasize that stable funding for the operational cost for park 
management is an essential prerequisite for successful climate adaptation and conservation.  

We look forward to working closely with you on implementing the Netherlands’ ambitious climate 
strategy in the Caribbean part of the Kingdom coming years  

About the DCNA 

The Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA) is a non-profit organisation created to safeguard nature 

in the Dutch Caribbean, it is a network organisation of the Protected Area Management Organisations 

on all six Dutch Caribbean islands. 

The Park Management Organisations working together in the DCNA are all independent non-profit 

organisations mandated by the respective governments with protected areas management on their 

prospective islands 

DCNAs’ mission is to safeguard nature in the Dutch Caribbean through supporting Protected Area 

Management Organisations.  

The DCNA Climate Action Plan is available here: https://dcnanature.org/caribbean-climate-action-

plan/ 

For more information on our work you can visit our website: www.dcnanature.org 

You can contact us at info@dcnanature.org 
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