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NATIONAL 
MARINE PARKS

Our Islands’ Treasure

A protected area is a location 
with ‘special protection and rules’. 
This special protection is because 
of the area’s natural importance. 
There are many types of protected 
areas and one of these is a marine 
protected area. Marine protected 
areas can be areas in seas, oceans, 
or lakes.

Do you know what A  
prOtected area means? 

On these islands, we have 
lots of di�erent nature from 
colorful reefs to lagoons to 
terrestrial areas like special 
rainforests. 

Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, Saba, 
St. Eustatius and St. Maarten 

are the 6 islands that make 

Most of these places are cared 
for and are ‘protected areas’.

Dutch Caribbean!up the

The six Dutch Caribbean islands have many 
national marine parks and their names are 
shown below. Do you know the name of the 
Marine Park or protected area on your island? 

Aruba: Aruba National Marine Park

Bonaire: Bonaire National Marine Park

Curacao: Curacao Underwater Park

Saba: Saba National Marine Park

St. Eustatius: St. Eustatius National Marine Park

St. Maarten: Man of War Shoal National Park

Be safe!

Respect 
Nature!

Do not touch wildlife 

and take only photos

Always make sure to 

have your supplies with 

you during your visit 

and stay on designated 

park areas, one should 

not wander o�!

1

2
3 Whatever is brOught into the park shOuld be taken OutOf the park!Do not leave your trash behind... dispose of it in a proper trash bin. 

3 GOLDEN RULES
OF GOOD BEHAVIOR 
IN A NATIONAL PARK



The sounds of Humpback 
whales can range from 
high-pitched whistles to low 
rumbling gurgles. These sounds 

can travel far in the ocean to 
find other whales or for mama 
whales to talk to their calves.

Can you ‘sing’ like THE
Humpback Whale? 

The ocean can be noisy. Imagine 

being in a room with tons of people 

singing di�erent songs and there

are others who are banging pots

and pans. Pretty loud, right?

Marine mammals travel near 
and far in our Dutch Caribbean 
waters and they talk to each 
other by making di�erent sounds. 

A humpback whale is one of 
those mammals! 

This bird has special 
features such as a long 
beak with a pouch that 
resembles a bucket. 
While diving, Brown 
Pelicans use their beaks 
to scoop food (fish) right 
out of the sea!

These pouches hold a 
lot of water! Can you 
guess how many gallons 
of water a pelican’s 
pouch can hold? 

Complete the maze to 
find the right answer!

Can you makesOunds like thehumpback whale?

3
gallons

4
gallons

6
gallons

How many gallOnsOf water can apelican’s pOuch hOld?

FUN FACT!
There are underwater microphones 

that are used to record animal 
sounds on the Saba Bank!

FUN FACT!
Brown Pelicans find it easier to get food close to harbors and coastlines! 

Soar above the seaslike a PELICAN
Have you ever seen 
this bird in the middle 
of your island?

The Brown Pelican
is a common friend
to our coastlines
and lagoons. 



Fire Corals
corals are

friends
too! 

Did you know corals are living 

animals? The tiny flowers that 

you see on a coral are called 

polyps. This is the living part of 

the coral. They have mouths and 

stomachs similar to people! 

Interesting, huh? They eat smaller, 

floating creatures that they catch 

with their tentacles. 

Corals can be found in tropical 

waters around the world. 

Around 25% of marine life is 

supported by reefs, which cover 

less than 1% of the ocean’s floor. 

Corals are used as homes for fish

and other creatures. 

Coral reefs also protect coastal

areas from storms by reducing

the power of waves.

Corals may resemble big rocks 

but with di�erent colors and 

textures. They can also look 

like trees but are very soft. 

Never, touch corals because they

are sensitive animals and if 

touched, they can get hurt! 

Boulder Corals

Branching & Pillar Corals

Leaf Corals

HEY!
I’M PEPE

THE POLYP

What are corals?

QUIZ
TIME!

Why are corals important
for our reefs?

Why are coralsimpOrtant tO marine life? 

Why can’t we touch corals?



Tara the turtle 
spills the tea!
Tara was born on an 

island in the Caribbean Sea. 

She has travelled near and far…   

 ...and collected many   

 stories along the way. 

Can you name the turtles?

Now she wants to tell 

you one of the many 

stories she has found. 

And spill the tea 
all over a myth!

People used to think baby 

turtles just float around 

in the big open ocean. 

But actually, it turns out 

they are very active swimmers!

When they grow up, they swim 
closer to the beach. They go there 
to eat or lay eggs. Turtles eat 
delicious algae and seagrass. 
Sometimes, they also eat other 
animals, like crabs or jellyfish.

When turtles have climbed out of 

a nest and are swimming in the 

ocean, they hang out there for a 

few years to grow strong.MYTH 
BUSTED!

Tara wants you to teach you 
abOut different turtles.

.......................................

Green Turtle
Olive Brown Shell

Pale Yellow belly

2 Large scales 

between the eyes

Hawksbill Turtle
Mostly Brown, 

Orange, Yellow Shell

4 scales 
between the eyes

Loggerhead
Color is red-brown 

to brown

Big head

Leatherback 
No body shell 

Leathery back
with 7 lines

Black and white spots

.......................................

.......................................

.......................................



Protected area management organizations 

Data about the turtles is
collected and steps are
taken to make sure the
eggs stay safe until it is

time for hatching. 

Jessica Berkel from STENAPA

is monitoring a sea turtle nest!

Some organizations that 
work with turtles in the 
Dutch Caribbean are:

..................... .......................................

HUGE DISCOVERY! LARGEST AND DEEPEST UNDERWATER SINKHOLES IN THE WORLD

Experts from the Netherlands 
onboard the vessel Pelagia 
discovered these deep formations 
of sinkholes on the Saba Bank 
o� the island of Saba in 2019. 

The large boat dropped equipment 
and cameras to a very deep depth 
and collected a lot of information. 

They spent a week testing water
and seafloor life. These marine
researchers took the results and
studied them to make great
discoveries such as this one.

INTERRUPTING YOU FOR AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

What is the location
of these large and 
deep underwater 

sinkholes?

How did the researchers
find these sinkholes?

Keepin g an ey
e o

n turtles
.. for example CARMABI in Curacao, 

STENAPA in Statia & NFSXM in 

St. Maarten, monitor when the 

turtles come on shore to lay 

their eggs.

An ice age is a time 
when thick ice sheets 

called glaciers covered 
huge areas of land.

On the Saba Bank, which is 
several kilometers or miles to 

the south of the island of Saba. 

The Saba Bank is completely 
underwater. A long time ago, 

the Saba Bank was above water. 
During the ice ages, the caves 

went underwater and collapsed. 

After the last Ice Age about 
20,000 years ago, these sinkholes 

also went underwater.



A habitat 
is a place 
where an 

animal lives. 

BRAIN
BOOSTER!

There are di�erent types of 
ecosystems on our islands, which 
are connected to our marine parks. 
These include seagrass meadows
or mangroves. Although they 
are di�erent, they share one 
similarity--they are important 
habitats for our animals.

These meadows are submerged

grasses that are important places

for feeding and nurseries for baby

animals. Animals that belong here

are fishes, including seahorses and

and stingrays. Sea turtles and

conch live here too! 

On some islands (Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, St. Maarten), there are shallow brackish waters along the coast and there are mangroves. Mangroves are trees that can live in salty waters and provide nursery habitats for many important fishes like snapper and baby sharks. Some animals live underwater and others live in the trees like birds and crabs. 

Seagrass
meadow

Mangrove 

These are the di�erences between

seagrass meadows and mangroves : 

Mangrove 

Seagrass
meadow

Fish

Bats

Birds

Crabs

Seahorses

Baby Sharks

Stingrays

Now that you know about these habitats, can you match the animal to the 
right habitat? 

Draw a line from the 
animal to the picture 

of the habitat. 

?
??



Changing
the Tides 

At the seashore, the water sometimes 

rises (high tide) or lowers (low tide). 

This water flow is called the tide. 

The water in the tide pool areas is 

salty, because the sea fills them with 

water and the salt remains. These 

rocky shores have holes and di�erent 

bumps that collect the water. 

Each tide pool has an ecosystem

of many di�erent animals and

plants! On our islands’ rocky 

seashores, there are tide pools.

Can yOu
identify a
tide pOol On
yOur island?!

A tide pool on Saba

TIDE POOLS

An ecosystem is a community or 
group of living organisms that 
live in and interact with each 

other in a specific environment. 

For example, it could be as 
small as your backyard or as 

large as the ocean!

Another animal that can be found in 
tide pools is the chiton. It needs some 
protection of the waves that come 
crashing in hard! Chitons have an 
outer skeleton of 8 overlapping 
plates, can you count them? It kind 
of looks like armor, don't you think? 

Chitons can be found in tide pools
because there are lots of rocks that
they can hang onto and can easily
get food from.They like to eat
algae and other small particles.A Chiton

A Sea Urchin

The word “URCHIN” is an old word for hedgehog so in many foreign languages, they are actually referred to as “sea hedgehogs”. They mostly feed on algae and small animals. 

What is that spike ball? 
A Sea Urchin! This 
animal is just one of 
many species that live in 
tide pools. This animal is 
globe-shaped and has 
many spokes.

Animals that live
in the Tide pools



MY BEACH
JOURNAL

When you are on the beach, 
you can use this page as the 
start to a beach journal. 

Can you find these animals 
or objects at the beach?

Beach Scavenger Hunt
Draw tally marks next to the item or animal

Fill in these boxes with drawings or words 

MY BEACH
JOURNAL

MY BEACH
JOURNAL

i see

i SMELL i FEEL

i hear

artwork by lesley ferguson



FUNNY ANIMAL 
BEHAVIOURS

This mucus cocoon acts as a 

protection from little critters and 

surrounds the fish. Parrotfish 

spend a lot of energy making 

this cocoon right before going 

to sleep, so if you see them at 

night, please do not disturb! 

Shhhh. 

Parrotfish CocOOn: 

Scars on Dolphins: 
Scars on dolphins are present because this is one way to communicate with other dolphins in their pod. Dolphins can show aggression and use this to establish dominance within the pod. 

Green Moray
Large Scary Mouth: 

DO nOt
worry! 
Their mouth may seem scary 

with those sharp teeth, but 

have no fear, they are simply 

breathing by keeping their 

mouth open wide.  

GASP!

Squid, Cuttlefishand Octopus: 
These soft-bodied animals change color to hide from predators—and octopuses are very good at this. 

They can not only change their coloring, but also the texture of their skin to match rocks, corals and other items nearby.

Hey! 
That’s my wave!

OUCH!

AND WHY THEY DO IT?!



CAN YOU LABEL
THE SHARK?

WORD BANK
EYE

MOUTH 
SNOUT 

DORSAL FIN
PECTORAL FIN
CAUDAL FIN

SHARK EXPEDITION 2021

In August 2021, a team 
of researchers went 

to search for pregnant 

Tiger Sharks to learn 
more about their 

travelling patterns 
and their babies. 

The team placed a 
satellite tag on the 
dorsal fin and then 
let the animal go. 

We can track its 
movement via 
the satellite on 

a computer! 

Now you know a bit more about sharks, can you label its body parts?

A shark’s skin is 

covered by denticles. 

Denticles  are small, 

razor-sharp and protect 

the body of a shark. 

Some sharks lay eggs 

while others give birth 

to babies. 

A mermaid’s purse is 

the name of a shark’s 

egg case. 

A shark’s tooth is usually replaced every 8 days. Some species of sharks shed about              teeth in 
their lifetime, which means as soon as they lose one, 

they replace it. 

Sharks have 
di�erent types of fins: 

a dorsal fin on top of its 
body, a pectoral fin 

behind his head and a 
caudal fin at the end of 

its body to steer in 
the water.

&SM
art sharks

SWEET FACTS
Sharks come in many shapes and sizes. 

There is a lot to learn about them, 

about what they look like and about 

how their bodies work. Here are some 

sweet facts about smart sharks…

Sharks have skeletons 

made up of cartilage, 

the same material

that shapes you ear.

Close up 

of shark skin

A shark’s 
tooth

Denticles

30,000 



ANIMAL ID!
in the Dutch Caribbean

WILDLIFE CARDS HOW TO Be a Nature Observer

Are you ready to observe?

INVASIVE!

DANGERDA
NG

ER

LionFISH 

RED HINDqueen
angelfishBLUE TANG

SOUTHERN
STINGRAY

TARPON

NURSE SHARK

SEA URCHINGREEN
TURTLE

Sergeant
MajOrFlamingo 

TOngue Snail 

FOUREYE
BUTTERFLYFISH

I Spy with my 
Little Eye

Are you ready to snorkel in the 
marine park of your island to improve 
your observation skills in nature?
What do you spy with your little eye 
in the ocean? Can you name it? 
Do you ever wonder why two fishes 
look completely di�erent to each 
other with colors, spots, and lines? 

To answer these questions, 
we must practice the skill of 
nature observation!
 
This is when we as humans use our 
basic human senses to observe nature 
and make it fun! 

Now let us open our eyes and ears 
to watch, listen, and learn about our 
nature in the Dutch Caribbean.

1

2

3

4

If you are at the 
beach about to enter 
the Marine Park, it is 
important to follow 
the 3 Golden Rules.  

As soon as you enter the water, 
what do you see? Do you see a fish? 
Do you see a rock that has many 
di�erent colors with circles and 
swirls on it? 

OK..… once you have seen the 
animal/plant that you want to 
identify, make sure to remember 
its qualities or better yet… 
use an underwater camera 
to take a picture!

Enter the water with 
an adult and make 
sure to have your 
mask and snorkel! 

(read page 2!)

What differences and similarities can you see? 

Ask a parent or guardian to help you take a picture 
of the fish, coral, or plant and then assist you to 
access the website observation.org or one of these apps, 
ObsMapp and iObs.  

Use the following questions to help you make a nature observation. 

What does the
fish look like? Does it have large 

or small scales? Does it have big 

or small eyes? What color 

are the scales? 

Do you want to put in your observation? You can! 



WATER BOTTLE
FISH CRAFT

Craft from meaningfulmama.com

PLASTIC
POLLUTION...
TURN YOUR WASTE
INTO TREASURE!
Single - Use plastic makes up 
more than 40% of all plastic 
trash and it is a problem since 
they are thrown away after 1 
use! Every year trash left on the 
ground is blown by wind and 
eventually ends up in the ocean. 

Take the lid o� an empty water 
bottle and squish the bottle flat 
from about the middle of the bottle 
all the way to the bottom. Leave 
the front part pu�y. If it does get 
flat, you can always put your finger 
in the mouth opening of the bottle 
and push the sides back out.

Plastic waste is di�erent from waste 
like your food scraps – it does not 
decompose back into nature. It will 
stay in the ocean forever. Animals 
in the sea can be harmed by this 
plastic, they can find themselves 
mistaking it for food as well as 
entangling in them.

YoU WILL
need:

Water Bottle

Scissors

Tape

Google eye

Paint markers 
or paint

Paper plate to 
protect table

Glue dot or
other glue

1

Cut o� the bottom of the bottle 
about an inch up. You can make this 
a flat line or curve it to create an 
interesting shaped back fin.

2

Cut triangular notches in the side of 
the bottle to di�erentiate the tail fin 
from the rest of the fish body. 

3

Tape the triangle cut outs with clear 
tape so there is no longer exposed 
holes. This will make a more 
finished look and add a layer of 
protection from the sharp edges. 
You can tape the back of the fish. 
The paint will cover the tape.

5

Using Paint or Paint markers, add 
the design onto your fish. If you are 
layering colors, you will want to let 
paints dry in between. Paint dries to 
the touch rather quickly, so there is 
not a huge delay if you want to 
layer colors. Once dry, add a large 
google eye with a glue dot. 

6



FEATURED PhotographY: 
Reef Renewal Bonaire, MMBockstael-Rubio, 
Naturepics: Y.+T. Kühnast, Hans Leijnse, 
Kai Wulf, Sylvia van Leeuwen, Christian König, 
Miro Zumrik, Michiel Oversteegen, 
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ILLUSTRATION AND DeSIGN: Deviate Design 

BioNews is a monthly electronic newspaper created 
by the Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA) that 

shares nature news happening on the six Dutch 
Caribbean islands. BioNews Kids has this same goal 
of sharing exciting nature stories targeting the next 

generation of environmental advocates.
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