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In 2019, the United Nations released 
a report documenting the alarming 
decrease in global biodiversity. 
Written by the Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 
(IPBES), this report highlighted 
the fact that critical ecosystems 
around the world are deteriorating, 
threatening the habitats for all flora 
and fauna. This Global Assessment 
Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services found that nearly 1 million 
animal and plant species are currently 
facing the threat of extinction. In 
fact, they found that the average 
abundance of most native species has 
fallen by nearly 20% since the start 
of the 20th century, and these rates 
appear to be accelerating.

The Dutch Caribbean is home to a 
wide variety of plants and animals, 
many of which can’t be found 
anywhere else on earth. Identifying 
species with a value intrinsically 
linked to the islands (flagship 
species) and protecting them may 
be the only way to guarantee these 
species are able to withstand the 
pressures of new and worsening 
threats, preserving the environmental 
uniqueness that each of these six 
islands have to offer.
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1. Introduction

The Dutch Caribbean tropical islands 
are home to the most diverse and 
extraordinary ecosystems within 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 
From coral reefs to elfin cloud 
forest; the spectacular natural world 
of these islands includes species 
found nowhere else on the planet. 
Each island hosts its own unique 
ecosystem and habitats which 
support a wide variety of species 
which have a value intrinsically linked 
to the island, known as “flagship 
species”. In addition to endangered 
and endemic species (species that 
exists only in one geographical 
region), these also include those 
that are iconic, associated with the 
island and its culture, charismatic, 
or have particular economic or 
recreational value. 

In 2012, the Dutch Caribbean Nature 
Alliance (DCNA) identified over 118 
individuals as flagship species for the 
Dutch Caribbean. This book will cover 
a selection of these flagship species 
plus some newly identified flagship 
species by the Dutch Caribbean 

Protected Area Management 
Organizations. In addition to 
identifying specific flagship species 
per island, this book also includes 
notes on their conservation status, 
legislation in place for their protection 
and a few key facts highlighting the 
uniqueness of each species. 

Recent studies have highlighted that 
many habitats and their dependent 
(flagship) species are in a threatened 
or near threatened state. There are 
many factors that contribute to these 
deteriorated states, but the biggest 
threats are feral livestock, invasive 
exotic species (organism that causes 
ecological or economic harm in a 
new environment where it is not 
native), climate change, overfishing, 
coastal development, erosion and 
eutrophication of nearshore habitats 
by wastewater.

Protecting (flagship) species and 
their habitats will be paramount 
in ensuring their survival into the 
future. Historically, the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands has made a strong 
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commitment to the protection of 
biodiversity both within the Kingdom 
and internationally. DCNA safeguards 
nature in the Dutch Caribbean 
through supporting Protected 
Area Management Organizations 
on Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Saba, 
Sint Eustatius and Sint Maarten. 

Together with governments and a 
variety of other organizations DCNA 
protects, preserves and restores 
nature. Investing in nature and the 
environment is not a luxury, but 
crucial for ensuring the well-being  
of future generations.
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2. Dutch Caribbean

The Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance 
(DCNA) is a regional network of 
protected areas set up to help 
and assist the Protected Area 
Management Organizations on the 
islands of Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, 
Saba, Sint Eustatius and Sint Maarten. 
DCNA works to safeguard our 
unique natural world. By creating a 
united voice, ensuring a sustainable 
source of funding, sharing 
resources, skills and experience and 
promoting educational outreach 
and awareness, DCNA is able to 
strengthen the network and support 

conservation initiatives throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean. Together with 
governments and a variety of other 
organizations the conservation 
network protects, preserves and 
restores nature.

(Flagship) species receive special 
attention on the islands for 
protection. DCNA’s core members- 
the Protected Area Management 
Organizations- are mandated by 
the Island Governments to manage 
the national parks.
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Between 2015-2018, at the request 
of the local governments and as 
an implementation of the SPAW 
protocol, the Yarari Marine Mammal 
and Shark Sanctuary was established, 
comprising all waters around Bonaire, 
Saba and Sint Eustatius, where 

sharks, rays and marine mammals 
receive the necessary attention to 
secure their protection. It is intended 
to eventually also include the other 
Dutch Caribbean islands: Aruba, 
Curaçao and St. Maarten. 

7 DUTCH CARIBBEAN

3. Selection of Flagship Species

The Dutch Caribbean is home to a 
wide variety of unique plants and 
animals, some of which can only be 
found within these islands. These 
species, or flagship species, provide 
value intrinsically linked to each 
island, whether it’s through their 
iconic nature, rarity or cultural value. 
In fact, in 2012, DCNA identified 
over 118 species as flagship species 
within the Dutch Caribbean. This 
book covers a selection of these 
flagship species plus some newly 
identified flagship species selected 
by the Dutch Caribbean Protected 
Area Management Organizations, as 
this book cannot cover all species. 
This selection excludes non-native 
introduced, naturalized and invasive 
species which can be harmful to 

the ecosystem. Through this book 
and a social media campaign, extra 
awareness is raised for this selection 
of flagship species to capture the 
public’s imagination and make them 
feel proud and encourage them 
to support conservation projects 
for this selection of species. This 
chapter provides a brief description 
highlighting key facts about the 
protected status, geographical 
distribution and some interesting 
trivia for a selection of these species. 

For explanation of relevant legislation 
(international treaties, conventions 
and local legislation), definitions, 
abbreviations and symbols see 
Appendix I.
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3.1
Birds
A selection of Flagship Birds:

American Kestrel / Audubon’s Shearwater / Bananaquit /  
Blue-Tailed Emerald Hummingbird / Bridled Quail-Dove /  
Brown Booby / Brown-Throated Parakeet / Brown Trembler / 
Brown Pelican / Aruba Burrowing Owl / Caribbean Flamingo /  
Magnificent Frigatebird / Northern Crested Caracara / 
Red-billed Tropicbird / Ruby-Topaz Hummingbird / 
White-Tailed Hawk / Yellow-Shouldered Amazon Parrot / 
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Legislation

BIRDS

American Kestrel
Falco sparverius

Alternative English names: 
Killy-killy (Sint Eustatius) 
Sparrow hawk 

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Kinikini 

Dutch names:
Amerikaanse Torenvalk

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Endemic to: 
Short-winged kestrel (Falco sparverius 
subsp. Brevipennis) is endemic to 
Aruba, Bonaire and Curaçao and the 
American Kestrel (Falco sparverius 
subsp. Caribaearum) to the Antilles.

The American kestrel (Falco sparverius) is a beautiful small bird of prey that lives 
on all six Dutch Caribbean islands. It is often referred to as the “Sparrow Hawk” 
because it is one of the smallest birds of prey. On Sint Eustatius it is locally known 
as Killy Killy – referring to the rapid sounds the bird makes when excited or upset. 
This species tends to demonstrate sexual dimorphism, with females measuring 
slightly larger than males. This species usually hunts in energy-conserving 
fashion by perching and scanning the ground for prey to ambush. It sometimes 
hovers in the air with rapid wing beats while homing in on prey. Its diet typically 
consists of insects, lizards, mice, and small birds (e.g. sparrows). This broad diet 
has contributed to its wide success as a species. It nests in cavities in trees, cliffs, 
buildings, and other structures. This species breeds in the Dutch Caribbean.

12
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Legislation

BIRDS

Audubon’s Shearwater
Puffinus lherminieri

Alternative English names: 
Wedrego (Saba, Sint Eustatius, 
Sint Maarten)
Dusky-backed Shearwater, 
Dusky Shearwater

Papiamento: 
Chokwèkwè, Capiado Audubon, 
Palomba Pía di Patu, Kapiadó Audubon

Papiamentu: 
Kapiadó Audubon

Dutch:
Audubon’s Pijlstormvogel

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Worldwide, subspecies Puffinus 
lherminieri lherminieri is found 
around the West Indies.

Audubon’s Shearwater is a tropical seabird that lives throughout the Caribbean. 
On Saba and Sint Eustatius this charismatic species is locally known as “Wedrego”, 
because of its mating call, interpreted as “where do we go?” The “Wedrego” is 
Saba’s National Bird and is prominently represented on Saba’s coat of arms. 
These birds exhibit extraordinary behavior, known to travel far out to sea in 
search of food during the day. However, by night, they return to their island 
breeding areas where their nests consist of burrows or natural cavities located 
on steep “cliffs”. On land, introduced predators such as feral cats and rats 
threaten their existance. 
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Legislation

BIRDS

Bananaquit
Coereba flaveola

Alternative English names: 
Yellowbreast (Saba, Sint Eustatius, 
Sint Maarten), Sugarbird

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Barika Hel (Aruba), Chibichibi (Aruba), 
Barica Geel (Aruba, Curaçao), Barika 
Hel (Curaçao), Bachi Pretu (Bonaire)

Dutch:
Suikerdiefje

Synonym: 
Coereba flaveola dominicana

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Endemic to: 
Bananaquit Coereba flaveola subsp. 
Bartholemica is endemic to the Lesser 

Antilles. Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 
subsp. Bonairensis is endemic to 
Bonaire. Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 
subsp. Uropygialis is endemic to the 
Leeward Antilles.

Distribution: 
Tropical South America north to 
southern Mexico and the Caribbean.

The bananaquit is a small bird which has a slender, curved bill well adapted for 
sipping nectar from flowers. It can also feed on fruit and small insects. This bird 
species is well adapted to life with humans, often visiting gardens and becoming 
quite tame. Nicknamed the sugarbird, these birds have been known to steal sugar 
off tables. This species breeds in the Dutch Caribbean.

16
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Legislation

BIRDS

Blue-Tailed Emerald Hummingbird
Chlorostilbon mellisugus

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Blenchi, Blenchi Bèrdè,
Blenchi Hudiu

Dutch:
Groene Kolibrie, 
Blauwstaartsmaragdkolibrie

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Aruba, 
Bonaire, Curaçao

Distribution: 
Blue-tailed Emerald Chlorostilbon 
mellisugus subsp. caribaeus can be 
found on the islands of Aruba, Bonaire, 
Curaçao, Trinidad and Margarita and in 
northeastern Venezuela.

The blue-tailed emerald is a hummingbird commonly found in gardens. The male 
has brilliant green plumage, with white thighs and a dark metallic blue tail. The 
female is smaller than the male and also differs by the grey-white underparts, a 
blackish ear patch, a short white streak above the eye and white-tipped outer tail 
feathers. This hummingbird feeds on insects and nectar. This species breeds in 
the Dutch Caribbean.

18
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Legislation

BIRDS

Bridled Quail-Dove
Geotrygon mystacea

Alternative English name: 
Partridge (Sint Eustatius), 
Wood Hen (Saba), Wood dove

Dutch:
Grote Kwartelduif,
Grote grondduif

Recorded on: 
Saba, Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten*

Presence status: 
Indigenous- Saba, 
Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten*

Endemic to:
Antilles

Distribution: 
Lesser Antilles (but absent from 
Anguilla, St Maarten, Barbados,  
St Vincent, the Grenadines, and 
Grenada), Virgin Islands, Puerto  
Rico (including Vieques).

*Notes on presence status: 
A single observation of this species 
from Sint Maarten in Yokoyama (2013)

The bridled quail-dove is typically found in subtropical or tropical dry forests 
and moist lowland forests. On Sint Eustatius, it is only found in upper elevations 
of the Quill (above ~150m) and inside the crater. It typically forages among the 
leaves and is known to be very shy and secretive. Although this species used to 
be common, current populations seem to be endangered. This is likely due to the 
decline in habitat, overhunting, natural disasters and predation. 
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Legislation

BIRDS

Brown Booby
Sula leucogaster

Alternative English name: 
Booby (Saba, Sint Eustatius)

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Bubi Brùin

Dutch:
Bruine Gent

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Pantropical areas of the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans, Caribbean

The brown booby is a large seabird. Flocks can be seen plunge diving for small 
fish. This species nests on the ground and roosts on solid objects. The booby’s 
head and upper body are dark brown to black with a white belly. Females tend to 
be slightly larger than males, with typical body length and wingspan of 80cm and 
150cm respectively. Their beaks are quite sharp and contain many jagged edges. 
They have fairly short wings resulting in a fast flap rate. While these birds are 
typically silent, bird watchers have reported occasional sounds similar to grunting 
or quacking. This is a non-breeding resident within the Dutch Caribbean.
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subsp. Arubensis

subsp. xanthogenia subsp. pertinax

BIRDS

Brown-Throated Parakeet 
Eupsittula pertinax

Alternative English names: 
Caribbean Parakeet,  
Caribbean Parroquet 

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Prikichi

Dutch names:
Maïsparkiet, West-Indische parkiet
 
Synonym:
Aratinga pertinax

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Klein Bonaire, 
Curaçao, Saba

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Aruba, Bonaire, Klein 
Bonaire, Curaçao; Introduced – Saba

Endemic to: 
Eupsittula pertinax subsp. xanthogenia 
is an endemic subspecies on Bonaire. 
The Aruba Parakeet (Eupsittula pertinax 
subsp. Arubensis) is an endemic 
subspecies on Aruba. Eupsittula 
pertinax subsp. pertinax is an endemic 
species on Curaçao.

If a flash of bright yellow-green caught your attention on any of the ABC islands 
it may well have been a brown-throated parakeet. The Bonaire subspecies has a 
richer yellow on the face that distinguishes it from the more faded yellow of the 
Aruban subspecies. These birds have been known to use rocks as a platform for 
singing and dancing. They can almost always be found in small flocks, which feed 
inconspicuously on fruit in gardens, forest edges, and second growth. This is a 
breeding bird within the Dutch Caribbean. 
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Legislation

BIRDS

Brown Trembler
Cinclocerthia ruficauda

Alternative English name: 
Thrembling Thrush (Saba, 
Sint Eustatius), Trembler (Saba, 
Sint Eustatius)

Dutch:
Grijze Sidderspotlijster

Recorded on: 
Saba, Sint Eustatius

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Saba, Sint Eustatius

Endemic: 
Lesser Antilles. The Brown Trembler 
Cinclocerthia ruficauda subsp. Pavida is 
endemic to Northern Lesser Antilles.

The brown trembler’s natural habitats are subtropical or tropical dry forests, 
subtropical or tropical moist lowland forests, and heavily degraded former 
forests. Usually it appears almost entirely warm brown; dark above and paler 
below with some gray on head. It has a song that is noted as a slow jumble of rich 
whistles and high-pitched hissing notes. 
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Legislation

BIRDS

Brown Pelican
Pelecanus occidentalis

Alternative English name: 
Pelican (Saba, Sint Eustatius
and Sint Martin)

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Rògans (Aruba), Ganshi (Curaçao, 
Bonaire)

Dutch:
Bruine Pelikaan 

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout
the Dutch Caribbean

Endemic:
Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis 
subsp. Carolinensis) is endemic 
to Aruba. 

Distribution: 
North, Central and South America 
and the Caribbean

The brown pelican is Sint Maarten’s national bird and appears on both the island’s 
flag and coat of arms. This large seabird is often seen gliding low above the 
island’s coastal waters, resting on boats in the marina or perched on cliffs. It is 
unmistakable because of the large skin pouch under its long grey bill. This pouch 
can hold two to three times as much food as the pelican’s stomach, and serves as 
a net to catch fish. The brown pelican, together with the Peruvian pelican, is the 
only member of the pelican family that catches its prey by plunge diving, with its 
long broad wings partly folded. Thanks to its incredible eyesight, it can spot fish 
from a height of 20 meters.
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Legislation

BIRDS

Aruba Burrowing Owl
Athene cunicularia arubensis

Papiamento: 
Shoco

Dutch:
Holenuiltje

Recorded on: 
Aruba only

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Aruba

Endemic sub-species:
Aruba

Aruba’s most famous bird, the Aruban burrowing owl - locally known as Shoco - 
is endemic to the island and an important part of the local culture. This species 
of owl is small with large round yellow eyes, prominent whitish eyebrows and 
unusually long grey legs. Burrowing owls get their common name from their 
unusual habit of nesting underground in already dug-out burrows, but the 
Aruban Shoco is unique in that it has been known to dig its own burrows. When 
the breeding season is over, the owls continue to use the borrows to rest during 
the day. Unfortunately, the Shoco population has declined considerably over the 
past few decades due to habitat destruction, free roaming dogs and cats, rats and 
the invasive boa constrictor. Fundacion Parke Nacional Aruba and Aruba Birdlife 
Conservation are running projects to protect this charismatic species.
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Legislation

BIRDS

Caribbean Flamingo
Phoenicopterus ruber

Alternative English name: 
American Flamingo, Red Flamingo, 
Greater Flamingo, Roseate Flamingo

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Flamingo (Aruba), 
Chogogo (Bonaire, Curaçao)

Dutch:
Caribische Flamingo, Rode flamingo

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Klein 
Curaçao, Sint Maarten 

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, 
Klein Curaçao, Sint Maarten 

Distribution: 
Europe, Africa, West and Central Asia, 
Central America, northern South 
America and the Caribbean.

The Caribbean flamingo is a large wading bird with reddish-pink plumage. 
Caribbean Flamingos live in saline ponds, mudflats and shallow coastal lagoons. 
This species lays a single chalky-white egg on top of a mud mound, typically 
between May and August. Both parents care for the hatchling up until they 
reach sexual maturity (6 years). Caribbean flamingos have one of the longest 
life expectancies for birds at 40 years. This species breeds within the Dutch 
Caribbean. There are no migration patterns, but they will move in response to lack 
of food and disturbance. On Bonaire and Curaçao, they fly each year to mainland 
Venezuela once the breeding season is over to feed in lagoons along the coast.
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Legislation

BIRDS

Magnificent Frigatebird
Fregata magnificens

Alternative English name: 
Man-o-War Bird, Hurricane Bird (Saba, 
Sint Eustatius and Sint Maarten), 
Weather bird (Saba, Sint Eustatius), 
Scissors Tail (Sint Maarten)

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Manuwá, Macuacu (Aruba, 
Curaçao), Maniwá (Bonaire), 
Skèrchi (Aruba, Curaçao)

Dutch:
Amerikaanse Fregatvogel, Fregatvogel

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Tropical and subtropical areas of the 
Pacific Ocean, North, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean

The magnificent frigatebird is also known as Man O’War, reflecting its rakish lines, 
speed, and aerial piracy of other birds. This bird species measures 100 cm long 
with a 215 cm wingspan. The male has a recognizable red gular sac which inflates 
along its neck to attract mates. The female is slightly larger with a white breast 
and belly. This species feeds on fish taken along the surface or from other birds.
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Legislation

BIRDS

Northern Crested Caracara
Caracara cheriway

Alternative English name: 
Crested Caracara

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Warawara

Dutch:
Noordelijke kuifcaracara, 
Kuifcaracara

Synonym: 
Polyborus plancus

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba,
Bonaire, Curaçao

Distribution: 
North, Central and South America 
and the Caribbean 

The northern crested caracara is a bird of prey. Unlike other falcons from its 
family, this species is not known to be a fast-flying aerial hunter, but more 
commonly seen scavenging and occasionally eating fruit. This species is also one 
of the few raptors that hunts on foot and can often be seen overturning branches 
in search of prey. This species is typically spotted alone, or in families of up to 5 
birds. This species breeds in the Dutch Caribbean.
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Legislation

BIRDS

Red-billed Tropicbird 
Phaethon aethereus

Alternative English name: 
Tropic (Saba, Sint Eustatius and Sint 
Maarten), Red-billed Tropic-bird, White 
Tropic (Sint Eustatius), White Bird 
(Saba, Sint Eustatius and Sint Maarten)

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Bubi Rabo Largo Shouru (Aruba), Bubi 
Rabu Largu Shouru (Curaçao, Bonaire)

Dutch:
Roodsnavelkeerkringvogel

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Tropical Atlantic, Caribbean, eastern 
Pacific, and Indian Oceans. Subspecies 
(Phaethon aethereus mesonauta) can 
be found in the tropical Atlantic, 
Caribbean and East Pacific.

The red-billed tropical bird has mostly white plumage with some black markings 
on its wings and back, a black mask and, as its common name suggests, a red bill. 
Most adults have tail streamers that are about two times their body length, with 
those in males being generally longer than those in females. This species typically 
nests along cliff faces, laying a single egg which is incubated by both parents. 
Once the egg hatches both parents will stop visiting the nest. The fact that the 
nest is positioned on the ground makes eggs and hatchlings vulnerable to rats 
and feral cats. Over 35% of the Caribbean population of this tropicbird species 
is based on Saba and Sint Eustatius. The breeding population on these two 
Dutch-Caribbean islands make up 17% of this species’ global population. 

38



Ph
ot

o 
by

: ©
 M

ic
hi

el
 O

ve
rs

te
eg

en
, B

ir
d 

W
at

ch
in

g 
Ar

ub
a

Flagship Species

39

Legislation

BIRDS

Ruby-Topaz Hummingbird
Chrysolampis mosquitus

Alternative English names: 
Ruby Topaz, Blenchi-dornasol (Male) 

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Blenchi Tornasol, Dòrnasol, 
Blenchi Hudiu, Blenchi-hudiu (Female)

Dutch:
Muskietkolibrie, Rode Kolibrie 

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Aruba,
Bonaire, Curaçao

Distribution: 
The Lesser Antilles and 
tropical northern South America

Ruby-topaz hummingbirds can easily be distinguished by their unique coloration. 
Males have green-glossed, dark brown upperparts, a glossy red crown and nape 
and golden-orange throat and breast. They often look very dark, until they are 
seen in direct sunlight which allows their brilliant colors to flash. Females have 
bronze-green upperparts and pale grey underparts. This species feeds on nectar 
and small insects. Males have been known to aggressively defend their territories. 
This species breeds in the Dutch Caribbean.
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White-Tailed Hawk 
Geranoaetus albicaudatus

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Falki (Aruba, Curaçao), Gabilan di Seru 
(Bonaire), Partawela (Aruba, Curaçao)

Dutch:
Witstaartbuizerd

Synonym: 
Buteo albicaudatus colonus

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Klein Bonaire, Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba, Bonaire, 
Klein Bonaire, Curaçao

Distribution: 
Subspecies (Geranoaetus albicaudatus 
colonus) is native to parts of Colombia, 
Venezuela, the Guianas and Brazil 
(north of the Amazon); Aruba, Curaçao, 
and Bonaire.

The white-tailed hawk is a large bird of prey species found in tropical or 
subtropical environments. Adult birds appear gray from above and white from 
below and have a short white tail with a narrow black band. These hawks prefer 
to hunt by hovering over the ground looking for signs of prey, lizards being their 
main food source. This species does not abandon its nest each year, instead 
building upon it year after year resulting in nests which can measure up to 1m 
across. This is a breeding bird within the Dutch Caribbean and they typically lay 
1-3 eggs per clutch.
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Yellow-Shouldered Amazon Parrot
Amazona barbadensis

Alternative English name: 
Yellow-winged Parrot, 
Yellow-shouldered Parrot 

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Lora

Dutch:
Geelvleugelamazone

Synonym: 
Amazona barbadensis rotschildi 

Recorded on: 
Bonaire, Klein Bonaire, Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Bonaire, 
Klein Bonaire; Introduced – Curaçao; 
No longer present – Aruba

Endemic: Northern Venezuela and 
the adjacent islands La Blanquilla, Isla 
Margarita and Bonaire

Distribution: 
Northern Venezuela and the adjacent 
islands La Blanquilla, Isla Margarita 
and Bonaire

This parrot is a flagship species for the dry forest ecosystems such as those that 
can be found on Bonaire and Curaçao. This species gets its name from a yellow 
patch of color on its shoulders, distinctive in color from other related Amazona 
species. This parrot feeds off fruit seeds and cactus flowers and is known to nest 
in tree holes or cliff cavities. This species is very social and has been known to 
form flocks of up to 100 birds. The wild populations of Aruba were extirpated 
by 1947 and have been introduced to Curaçao but in small numbers. This bird 
is a breeding bird species on Bonaire. There are a number of key organizations 
focused on conserving this species on Bonaire such as Echo, STINAPA and Public 
Entity Bonaire.
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3.2
Fish
A selection of Flagship Fish: 

Caribbean Reef Shark / Great Hammerhead Shark / 
Lined Seahorse / Nassau Grouper / Parrotfish / 
Sandbar Shark / Silky Shark / Tiger Shark / 
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Caribbean Reef Shark
Carcharhinus perezi

Dutch:
Caribische Rifhaai

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Tropical waters of the western 
Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean

The Caribbean reef shark is one the most commonly encountered reef sharks 
within the Dutch Caribbean. It has a large, streamlined body, distinguishable by 
its dusky-colored fins without any other markings and a short free rear tip on the 
second dorsal fin. Typically measuring up to 3m this is one of the largest apex 
predators within the reef ecosystem. When threatened, it has been known to 
change directions and dip its pectoral fins. It gives birth to live young, averaging 
between 4-6 pups each year. In the Caribbean, the abundance of the reef shark 
is under pressure from fisheries, both from targeted fisheries, as well as from 
significant bycatches. 

48



Ph
ot

o 
by

: ©
 F

ra
nt

iš
ek

 H
oj

dy
sz

Flagship Species

49

Legislation

FISH

Great Hammerhead Shark
Sphyrna mokarran

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Tropical and warm 
temperate waters worldwide

The great hammerhead shark is the largest of the hammerhead species, with 
an average length of 4.6m. This species is known to be solitary and a strong 
swimming apex predator. The great hammerhead gives birth to live young and 
has been known to bear litters of up to 55 pups every 2 years. This shark is heavily 
fished for its large fins, leading to a declining population worldwide.

50

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Tribon Martin

Dutch:
Grote Hamerhaai
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FISH 52

Lined Seahorse
Hippocampus erectus

Alternative English name: 
Northern seahorse, Spotted seahorse

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Kabai di Awa

Dutch:
Zeepaardje

Synonym: 
Hippocampus punctulatus 

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Western Atlantic Ocean
and Caribbean

The lined seahorse typically grows to a length of 15cm and has a lifespan of 
1-4 years. It can be found in a variety of colors, from grey, black, red, green and 
orange. Lined seahorses feed mostly on crustaceans and brine shrimp. Males are 
generally larger and have longer tails. Seahorse partners are monogamous and 
perform ritual dances every morning to reestablish their bond with their mate. 
Like other seahorses, males carry the young until they are ready to hatch. 
Habitat for this species is diminishing due to coastal development and pollution.
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Nassau Grouper
Epinephelus striatus

Alternative English name: 
Mutton Grouper 
(Sint Maarten, Sint Eustatius)

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Jakupepu, Jakupepu, Jacob Peper

Dutch:
Nassaubaars

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Western Atlantic Ocean, from 
Bermuda, Florida, and the Bahamas
in the north to southern Brazil, but it 
is only found in a few places in the 
Gulf of Mexico, most notably along 
the coast of Belize

The Nassau grouper is one of the most important commercial fisheries within 
the West Indies but has become endangered due to overfishing. This species 
is a medium to large fish, typically growing over a meter in length and up to 
25kg in weight. It has a thick body and large mouth, which it uses to inhale its 
prey. Colorations can vary based on where the individual fish lives, having a 
tawnier color in shallow water, and a more pinkish to red color in deeper waters. 
It is often one of the largest fish to be found in and around coral reefs. It is a 
solitary species, often feeding during the daytime. Each year, large numbers of 
groupers will congregate in the same location to spawn during full moons around 
December and January.
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*

*exception for rainbow parrotfish 
(Scarus guacamaia) which is Near Threatened 56

Parrotfish
Scaridae sp.

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Gutu

Dutch:
Papegaaivis

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Tropical and temperate waters 
worldwide

There are over 95 different species of parrotfish. They are often found in coral 
reefs, rocky coasts and seagrass beds and play an important role in bioerosion. 
Parrotfish are critical in maintaining healthy algae balance within coral reef 
ecosystems. Named for their large frontal beak, they scrape algae from coral 
and rocky surfaces. Most parrotfish measure between 30-50cm however a few 
species can grow larger than 1m. Some parrotfish create a mucus cocoon at night, 
hiding its scent from potential predators and serving as an early warning system 
if a predator disturbs the mucus membrane. Most species are born female, and 
change to male later in their life cycle.
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FISH 58

Sandbar Shark
Carcharhinus plumbeus

Alternative English name: 
Thick skin shark, brown shark

Dutch:
Zandbankhaai

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean 
and the Indo-Pacific

The sandbar shark is one of the largest coastal sharks in the world. Its 
distinguishable dorsal fin is triangular and very high. Sandbar sharks usually 
have heavy-set bodies and rounded snouts that are shorter than the average 
shark. Females tend to be slightly larger, averaging between 2-2.5m with males 
averaging 1.8m. Colorations of this shark can vary from a blue to brownish grey to 
a bronze color with a white or pale underside. This shark generally swims alone or 
in sex-segregated schools. 
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FISH 60

Silky Shark
Carcharhinus falciformis

Alternative English name: 
Blackspot shark, Grey whaler shark, 
Olive shark, Ridgeback shark, 
Sickle shark, Sickle-shaped shark, 
Sickle silk shark

Dutch:
Zijdehaai

Recorded on: 
Curaçao, Saba Bank

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Tropical waters worldwide

The silky shark is named for its smooth texture and is one of the most abundant 
sharks in the pelagic zone. This shark is highly mobile and migratory. The silky 
shark has a slender, streamlined body with a relatively small first dorsal fin and 
typically grows to a length of 2.5m. It has a well-developed sense of hearing, 
allowing it to localize other feeding animals and prey. This shark gives birth to live 
young and typically has litters of up to 16 pups annually. Due to their abundance, 
they are a major component for shark fishing and are often caught as bycatch in 
tuna fisheries. 
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FISH 62

Tiger Shark
Galeocerdo cuvier

Dutch:
Tijgerhaai

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Tropical and temperate 
waters worldwide

The tiger shark is a large macropredator, capable of growing to lengths of over 
5m. Distinguishable by its dark stripes down its body, which resemble a tiger’s 
pattern, but fade as the shark grows older. This species is solitary and hunts 
mostly at night. Tiger sharks have one of the widest food spectrums of all sharks, 
hunting crustaceans, fish, seals, birds, squid, turtles, sea snakes, dolphins and 
smaller sharks. In the inshore waters of the Dutch Caribbean, people don’t 
observe the tiger shark very often, but during its seasonal migration the tiger 
shark is a common visitor on the Saba Bank in the winter months. This species is 
considered near threatened due to overfishing and finning by humans. Between 
2015 and 2018 the Yarari Marine Mammal and Shark Sanctuary was established, 
comprising all waters around Bonaire, Saba and Sint Eustatius, where these 
species receive the necessary attention to secure their protection.



3.3
Mammals
A selection of Flagship Mammals: 

Humpback Whale / Spinner Dolphin / 
Curaçao White Tailed Deer / Lesser Long-Nosed Bat / 



Ph
ot

o 
by

: ©
 T

om
as

 K
ot

ou
c

Flagship Species

65

Legislation

MARINE MAMMALS

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Bayena

Dutch:
Bultrug, Bultrugwalvis

66

Humpback Whale
Megaptera novaeangliae

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Worldwide

Humpback whales undertake some of the longest seasonal migrations known 
among animals. Summers are spent in foraging grounds at high latitudes in 
temperate and sub-polar waters. During the fall and early winter most individuals 
migrate towards the equator to spend winter in tropical waters in
their breeding grounds. They populate the waters of the windward Dutch 
Caribbean islands each year from around January to May. Occasionally (sub-
adult) Humpbacks are also spotted off the coast of Aruba, Bonaire and Curaçao, 
but much less frequently. Females give birth to one calf during the winter in 
their breeding grounds, approximately one year after becoming pregnant. Males 
produce complex whale songs which can last up to 20 minutes and repeat for 
hours at a time. All males within the same group will produce the same song. 
This species was once overhunted and brought to the brink of extinction, with an 
estimated 90% of its population wiped out. Since a moratorium was established in 
1966 the numbers have partially recovered worldwide.
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Alternative English name: 
Long-snouted dolphin

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Dolfein, Toniwa

Dutch:
Langsnuitdolfijn

68

Spinner Dolphin
Stenella longirostris

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Tropical and subtropical 
waters worldwide

The spinner dolphin gets its species name from the Latin word for “long-beaked”. 
This species is a small dolphin often found in off-shore tropical waters. Famous 
for its acrobatic displays, this dolphin can often be seen spinning along its 
longitudinal axis as it leaps through the air. Adults typically measure between 129 
-235cm long and can weigh between 23-79kg. Feeding off mostly small fish, squid 
and shrimp, this dolphin can dive up to 300m to hunt. Bottlenose dolphins are the 
most common species observed in the windward Dutch Caribbean. However, in 
terms of number of individuals, the spinner dolphin is much more common than 
the bottlenose dolphins. 
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Alternative English name: 
White-tailed deer, whitetail deer, 
Virginia deer

Dutch:
Curaçao Witstaarthert

Synonym:
Odocoileus gymnotis curassavicus

70

Curaçao White Tailed Deer
Odocoileus virginianus curassavicus

Recorded on: 
Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Curaçao

Endemic:
Curaçao

Distribution: 
Curaçao only

The white-tailed deer is a medium-sized deer native throughout the Americas and 
has been introduced on several Caribbean islands and Europe. The subspecies 
curassavicus is found only on the island of Curaçao. These deer have a very 
selective diet and only eat a part of the plant, so they do not pose a serious 
risk for overgrazing on the island. Unlike their North American relatives, the 
local island deer do not keep a regular mating season. A wet year will promote 
reproduction, sometimes lending itself to multiple mating cycles within a single 
year. During a dry year, deer may conserve energy and not reproduce at all. 
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Alternative English name: 
Southern long-nosed bat

Dutch:
Curaçaose Bladneus-Vleermuis

Synonym:
Leptonycteris nivalis curasoae 

72

Lesser Long-Nosed Bat
Leptonycteris curasoae

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao

Endemic:
Leeward Antilles

Distribution: 
Northern Colombia and Venezuela, 
and the ABC islands

The lesser long-nosed bat is average sized within the leaf-nosed bat species and 
has short, grey-brown fur with a long narrow snout. Its tongue is long and can 
easily be extended to collect nectar. This bat roosts in caves and abandoned 
mines and are known to have colonies which include thousands of bats. This 
species travels between the ABC-islands and Venezuela. For most of the year, 
their diet is predominately cacti, which has made them important pollinators for 
cacti species on the islands. Unfortunately, bats are facing difficulties due to loss 
of habitat, reduction in food sources and human disturbance in their daily roosts, 
which are mainly caves in the Dutch Caribbean.
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3.4
Invertebrates
A selection of Flagship Invertebrates: 

Caribbean Spiny Lobster / Elkhorn Coral / 
Gorgonian, Telestaceans and Soft Corals / Staghorn Coral / Queen Conch / 
Monarch Butterfly / Souliga Spider / Zebra Longwing Butterfly
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Alternative English name: 
Spiny Lobster, Crawfish

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Kref, Krefe di Djucvées, Kreef Secu

Dutch:
Caribische Langoest

76

Caribbean Spiny Lobster 
Panulirus argus

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean 

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Caribbean and western 
Atlantic Ocean

The Caribbean spiny lobster lives within reefs and mangroves in the western 
Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean. This lobster has two large spines which look like 
horns pointing out above the eyestalks. This species does not have any claws or 
pincers. Adults can reach lengths of up to 60cm, but are more typically found to 
measure around 20cm. The Caribbean spiny lobster is nocturnal and is usually 
hiding during the day. Although they usually prefer to stay hidden, there have 
been recordings of large groups lining up and marching across the seafloor. The 
purpose of this is still unknown, although this typically occurs in the fall and is 
thought to be in response to the start of the storm season. Spiny lobsters receive 
special protection within the marine protected areas of the Dutch Caribbean 
islands, where fishing of spiny lobsters is strictly controlled. 
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Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Koral Kachu Grandi

Dutch:
Elandgeweikoraal

78

Elkhorn Coral
Acropora palmata

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean 

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Shallow waters of 
the Caribbean

Elkhorn coral is an important reef-building coral found within the Caribbean. This 
species gets its name from its complex structure with many branches which look 
like elk antlers. This species grows very quickly, averaging a rate of 5 to 10cm a 
year. Elkhorn corals used to be very common within the Caribbean in the early 
1980s, however, in recent years the numbers have declined by an estimated 
97%. This is due to many issues such as disease, algae growth, climate change, 
ocean acidification and harmful human activity. The primary source of nutrients 
come from a photosynthetic alga which live inside the coral cells. This makes 
this species highly dependent on sunlight and water clarity for survival. Several 
projects are running within the Dutch Caribbean to restore the endangered 
elkhorn coral.
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Dutch:
Gorgonische Koralen

80

Gorgonian, Telestaceans and Soft Corals 
Octocorallia sp.

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean 

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Worldwide

Gorgonians are soft corals, an order of corals which do not produce calcium 
carbonate skeletons. They can be found globally, especially within the tropics 
and subtropics.  Individual tiny polyps group together to form colonies which 
usually results in erect, flattened, branching structures. Others species form 
whiplike, bushy or even encrusting colonies. They are often bright colored, 
typically purple, red or yellow. There are over 500 different species of gorgonians 
found worldwide, but are particularly abundant within the Western Atlantic and 
Caribbean waters.
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Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Koral Kachu di Biná

Dutch:
Hertshoornkokraal

82

Staghorn Coral
Acropora cervicornis

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean 

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Shallow waters of 
the Caribbean

Staghorn coral is a branching stony coral, given its name due to its resemblance 
of stag horns. The size of coral can range from just a few centimeters to over 
two meters in length and height and can be found in shallow waters up to 30m 
deep. This is the fastest growing of all known western Atlantic fringe corals, with 
branches growing up to 20cm each year. This species has been identified as 
one of the three most important Caribbean corals for its role in reef growth and 
habitat. The last 50 years have seen drastic decline in staghorn coral populations 
due to many environmental and human-led factors. Several projects are running 
within the Dutch Caribbean to restore the endangered staghorn coral. 
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Alternative English name: 
Conch (Saba, Sint Eustatius and 
Sint Maarten), King Conch (Saba, 
Sint Eustatius and Sint Maarten), 
Rose Conch (Saba, Sint Eustatius 
and Sint Maarten)

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Karkó, Carcó, Koorkóor, 
Kincón, Calco 

Dutch:
Kroonslak

Synonym: 
Eostrombus gigas,
Strombus gigas

84

Queen Conch
Lobatus gigas

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean 

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Tropical waters of North and
Central America and Caribbean

The queen conch is an iconic species for the Caribbean. This large sea snail is one 
of the largest mollusks native to the Caribbean and can grow to lengths of 35cm in 
shell length. Queen conchs feed on plants and algae which grows along seagrass 
beds. Adults have a very large, distinct shell with a thick outer lip. The flared lip 
is absent in juveniles and only develops once the snail has reached reproduction 
age. The thicker this lip, the older the conch. The conch has historically been 
an important part of Caribbean cuisine, along with being used as a tool and for 
decoration. Although this species is not endangered Caribbean wide, specific 
populations are under threat due to overfishing. 
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Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Monarka

Dutch:
Monarchvlinder

86

Monarch Butterfly
Danaus plexippus megalippe

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean 

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
North, Central and 
South America and 
the Caribbean

The monarch butterfly is widely recognizable by its black, orange and white wing 
patterns. Subspecies Danaus plexippus megalippe is a nonmigratory subspecies, 
and is found from Florida and Georgia southwards, throughout the Caribbean 
and Central America to the Amazon River. This subspecies can be visually 
distinguished from the more common North American variant by its wing shape 
and slightly darker coloration.
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Souliga Spider
Selenops souliga

Recorded on: 
Saba, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Saba, Sint Maarten

Endemic:
Northern Lesser Antilles

Soulibra spiders can be found within the northern Lesser Antilles. They  
are a member of the Selenops genus spider which can typically be found in 
deserts around the world. This is the first species of spider which has been 
seen to steer and glide when falling. In addition, these species can attack prey 
approaching from all directions, in fact, when attacking prey from behind they’ve 
been seen to show some of the fastest turning movements among all terrestrial 
legged animals.
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Zebra Longwing Butterfly
Heliconius charitonia

Recorded on: 
Saba, Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Saba, 
Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten

Endemic:
North, Central and South 
America, and the Caribbean.

The zebra longwing is easily recognizable by its boldly striped black and white 
wing pattern. This species of butterfly typically roosts at night in groups of up to 
60 adults. Unfortunately, spraying of insecticides have led to mass collapses of 
colonies, threatening existing populations. These butterflies feed off both pollen 
and nectar, which contributes to their relatively long lifespans of up to 3 months. 

Dutch:
Zebravlinder
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3.5
Plants
A selection of Flagship Plants: 
Black Mangrove / Red Mangrove / Turtle Grass / White Mangroves /

Bonaire Sabal Palm / Candelabra Cactus / Common Lignum Vitae /
Curaçao Sabal Palm / Divi Divi / Eyelash Orchid / Guave Berry Tree /
Humboldt’s Schomburgkia Orchid / Lady of the Night Orchid /
Mountain Mahogany / Yellow Sage / Statia Morning Glory /
Buttonwood / West Indian Mahogany
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Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Mangel Blanku (Bonaire, Curaçao), 
Mangel Preto (Aruba), Swartmangel

Dutch: 
Zwarte Mangrove

Synonym: 
Avicennia nitida 

Basionym: 
Bontia germinans

94

Black Mangrove
Avicennia germinans

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba, Bonaire, 
Curaçao, Sint Maarten

Distribution: 
North, Central and 
South America, Caribbean
and Africa

The black mangrove is a shrub or small tree that can grow up to 12m tall. It 
is typically found in tropical areas within sandy or muddy coastlines. Unlike 
other mangrove species, black mangroves do not grow prop roots but use 
pneumatophores (or snorkel like appendages) to breathe even while submerged. 
This species is very hardy and can release excess salt from its leaves. This species 
gets its name from its dark trunk. It can often be found growing near red and 
white mangroves where they work together to stabilize the shoreline, provide 
buffers between land and sea and serve as feeding, breeding, and nursery 
grounds for a great variety of fish, crustaceans, birds, and other wildlife.
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Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Manguel Tan (Curaçao), Mangel Tam 
(Aruba, Bonaire), Mangel (Aruba, 
Curaçao), Rotmangel (Bonaire)

Dutch: 
Rode Mangrove
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Red Mangrove
Rhizophora mangle

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba, Bonaire, 
Curaçao, Sint Maarten

Distribution: 
North, Central and South 
America, Caribbean and Africa

Red mangroves thrive in tropical and subtropical coastlines, in particular, in 
brackish water or swampy saltmarshes. Due to their ability to thrive in salt water, 
they often do well in areas unsuitable for other plants. Their thick tree canopies 
and root systems are critical habitats for a variety of birds, crustaceans and fish. 
These trees are often a critical line of defense, serving as a buffer zone between 
land and open ocean. Red mangroves are easily distinguishable by their unique 
prop roots and long seeds.
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MARINE PLANTS

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Yerba di Kaña, Yerba di sinta (Curaçao)

Dutch: 
Zeegras
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Turtle Grass
Thalassia testudinum

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, 
Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba, Bonaire, 
Curaçao, Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten

Distribution: 
North, Central and South
America and the Caribbean

This marine seagrass grows in shallow muddy or sandy areas. It grows out of a 
jointed rhizome, which anchors itself deep in the sand. It has long thin leaves, 
up to 30cm in length and 2cm wide.  The flowers grow on short stalks and are 
greenish-white, sometimes pink. This species flourishes in calm lagoons and is 
often found in meadows with other species of seagrasses. It gets its name as it 
is a preferred food item for a variety of turtle species. This seagrass serves an 
anchor for shallow sediments, preventing erosion. It also naturally filters water, 
improving water quality for neighboring habitats.
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Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Mangel Blanku (Bonaire, Curaçao), 
Fofoti (Aruba), Mangel Shimaron, 
Mangel Blanko (Aruba)

Dutch: 
Witte Mangrove

Basionym: 
Conocarpus racemosus
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White Mangroves
Laguncularia racemosa

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba, Bonaire,
Curaçao, Sint Maarten

Distribution: 
North, Central and South 
America, Caribbean and Africa

The white mangrove is a mangrove tree which typically grows to a height of 
12-18m. It has a gray-brown or reddish trunk. This species uses a combination 
of pneumatophores (or snorkel like appendages) or prop roots depending on 
its environmental conditions. This species grows in tropical coastal areas, but 
typically well above the high tide line. The white mangrove leaves are typically 
smooth and leathery feeling, with a long elliptical shape. These leaves have a 
unique gland located on either side of the stem at the base of the leaf which 
makes this plant easily distinguishable from other species of mangroves.
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Alternative English name: 
Sabalpalm

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Kabana

Dutch:
Bonaireaanse Sabalpalm
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Bonaire Sabal Palm
Sabal lougheediana

Recorded on: 
Bonaire (Limited to a small range 
in the southern part of Bonaire)

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Bonaire

Endemic: 
Bonaire

In 2019, the Bonaire sabal palm was first recognized as its own unique species 
(previously listed as Sabal antillensis). This is a species of palmetto, native to 
Bonaire, characterized by a compact crown of leaves, erect leaf segments, and 
distinctive leaf scars. Most of these palms can only be found within a small range 
in the south part of Bonaire. New restoration efforts are in place to help protect 
this unique species on the island.
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Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Kadushi di Pushi (Bonaire, Curaçao), 
Kadushi Spañó (Bonaire), Gordo 
Kapá, Funfun, Breba di Pushi (Aruba), 
Kadushi Pushi, Foño

Dutch:
Kandelaarcactus, zuilcactus

Synonyms: 
Cephalocereus lanuginosus, 
Pilocereus lanuginosus
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Candelabra Cactus
Pilosocereus lanunginosus

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao 

Distribution: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao 
and northern Venezuela

The candelabra cactus is a large columnar cactus which typically grows between 
3-12m tall. This blue/green cactus has large slender branches covered in sharp 
yellow spines which will turn grey with age. This cactus is an important food 
source for a variety of nectar-eating bats on the islands.
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Alternative English names:
Lignum Vitae, Tree of Life

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Wayaca (Aruba), 
Wayaká (Bonaire, Curaçao), 

Dutch:
Pokhout
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Common Lignum Vitae
Guaiacum officinale

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
North, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean

The common lignum vitae is also known as the rough bark lignum-vitae or guaiac 
wood. This tree is very slow growing and typically reaches a height of 10m with 
a trunk diameter of 60cm. This tree has distinct blue flowers which yield bright 
yellow/orange fruit with red flesh and black seeds. This species was listed as an 
endangered species by the IUCN in 2019 due to overexploitation for its valuable 
wood and medicinal products.
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Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Kabana

Dutch:
Sabalpalm
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Curaçao Sabal Palm
Sabal antillensis

Recorded on: 
Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Curaçao

Endemic:
Curaçao

In 2017, the Curaçao sabal palm was first recognized as its own unique species. 
This is a species of palmetto, native to Curaçao and distinguishable by its compact 
crown of leaves, large seeds and frequent fiber bundles. Most of the sabal 
palms can be found within Christoffel National Park. This species was previously 
reported as Sabal spec., Sabal mauritiiformis and Sabal cf. causiarum. Later 
described as a new species endemic for Bonaire and Curaçao, Sabal antillensis. 
In 2019, the Bonairian population was reported as a separate new species, 
Sabal lougheediana.
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Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Watapana, Watapana Sabí (Curaçao)

Synonyms: 
Libidibia coriaria 

Basionym:
Poinciana coriaria
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Dividivi
Caesalpinia coriaria

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean 

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Endemic:
North, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean

Divi Divi is also known as the American Sumac. This tree is a large, slow growing 
shrub that rarely reaches its maximum height of 9m due to the strong trade winds 
which batter this tree along the coastlines where it typically grows. Its fruit grows 
in twisted pods that are typically 5cm long. Tannins are extracted from these pods 
and used in leather production.



Flagship Species

111

Legislation

TERRESTRIAL PLANTS

Ph
ot

o 
by

: ©
 S

al
pa

ra
di

s

Alternative English names: 
Lady’s Lash Orchid, Fringed Star 
Orchid, Christmas Orchid

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Orkidia

Synonyms: 
Coilostylis ciliaris
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Eyelash Orchid
Coilostylis ciliaris ( formerly Epidendrum ciliare)

Recorded on: 
Saba, Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Saba, 
Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten 

Distribution: 
North, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean

The eyelash orchid is also known as the Christmas Orchid, Lady’s Lash Orchid 
and the Fringed Star Orchid. This species is recognizable by its large star shaped 
flower with long, narrow sepals and petals. It is typically found growing high up in 
trees in mountainous areas.
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Alternative English names: 
Guavaberry

Dutch:
Guavabes Boom

Basionym:
Eugenia floribunda
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Guave Berry Tree
Myrciaria floribunda

Recorded on: 
Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Sint Eustatius, 
Sint Maarten

Distribution: 
North, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean

Guavaberry, also known as rumberry, is a fruit tree which grows in the Caribbean. 
This species of tree typically grows to a height of 18m tall and has red-brown 
branches with small pink and white flowers. The fruit, which are roughly half the 
size of a cherry, are yellow-orange or dark red. This fruit is typically used in jams 
or drinks. Guavaberry liqueur, which is made from rum, is a popular Christmas 
drink in the Caribbean. 
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Papiamentu/Papiamento:
Banana Shimaron, Bakoba di Seru 
(Curaçao), Banana di Mondi (Bonaire)

Dutch:
Schomburgkia

Synonym: 
Schomburgkia humboltii 
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Humboldt’s Schomburgkia Orchid
Myrmecophila humboldtii

Recorded on: 
Bonaire, Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Bonaire, Curaçao. 
Extinct - Aruba

Distribution: 
Venezuela and the ABC islands 
(Bonaire and Curaçao; apparently 
extinct in Aruba)

Named after Alexander von Humboldt, this species of orchid is found in 
Venezuela and the ABC islands (although now extinct on Aruba). It is medium 
sized and prefers to grow in hot climates. Its fragrant, long lasting flowers open 
3 or 4 at a time, successively. This species grows best on wood mounts with direct 
sunlight and ample fertilizer. It is often found in conjunction with ants and may 
benefit from their presence. 
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Papiamentu/Papiamento:
Orkidia di mondi (Aruba), 
Orkidia blanku (Curaçao)

Dutch:
Dame van de Nachte 
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Lady of the Night Orchid
Brassavola nodosa

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao

Distribution: 
North, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean

This small, tough orchid is known as the ‘’Lady of the Night’’ due to its citrus and 
gardenia-like fragrance which it releases in the early evening. It uses its strong 
scent to attract night-pollinating moths. This is a popular plant due to its beautiful 
flowers and pleasant scent.
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Mountain Mahogany
Freziera undulata

Recorded on: 
Saba

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Saba

Endemic: 
Lesser Antilles

Distribution: 
Native to Leeward Island, Windward 
Island and Trinidad-Tobago

The mountain mahogany can be found on Saba, where it mostly grows within the 
elfin forest on top of Mount Scenery. Its common name often leads to confusion, 
as this tree is not a true mahogany species, but belongs to the tea family. Due 
to the moisture rich environment within the cloud forest on Saba, this species 
typically grows to a height of 15m, much higher than records from other regions. 
The mountain mahogany is a tree-like shrub with simple, serrated leaves and 
small flowers that have five petals. This evergreen plant has glossy green leaves, 
flowers that are white to light pink, and bears small dark fruit. The branches of the 
trees are usually covered with mosses, liverworts, ferns, bromeliads and orchids.

Basionym:
Eroteum undulatum
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Alternative English names: 
Statia Sage, Scrubby Cup, Common 
Lantana, Black Sage, Wild Lantana, 
Sage, Scrubby Tree, Wild Sage

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Beishi (Aruba), Flor di Sanger (Aruba, 
Curaçao), Mata di Sanger (Bonaire)

Synonym: 
Lantana camara subsp. portoricensis, 
Lantana urticifolia 
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Yellow Sage
Lantana camara

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Throughout the Dutch 
Caribbean

Distribution: 
North, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean

“Yellow Sage is the national flower of Sint Maarten. Also known as Orange-yellow Sage, 
it is a variety of the species known as West Indian Sage. Other varieties of West Indian 
Sage flower in a variety of colors. The plant can grow into a large bush—two meters 
tall and just as wide. Native here, it has also been brought all over the world. It is used 
in plant medicine, as a natural fence and to control erosion with its extensive roots” 
(Les Fruits de Mer, 2020).
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Statia Morning Glory
Ipomoea sphenophylla

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Sint Eustatius

Endemic: 
Sint Eustatius

The Statia morning glory is one of the rarest plants in the entire Dutch Kingdom 
and can only be found in a few locations on Sint Eustatius. It grows in dry areas 
with lots of sunlight. Livestock avoid eating Statia morning glory as it contains 
toxic compounds that give it an unappetizing taste.
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Alternative English names: 
Buttonwood

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Mangel blanku (Bonaire, Curaçao), 
Mangel (Aruba), Romangel (Curaçao), 
Mangel Blanku, Botonsio (Bonaire)

Dutch: 
Grijze mangel 

Synonyms: 
Conocarpus erecta var. erecta
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Buttonwood
Conocarpus erectus L.

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
North, Central and 
South America, Africa 
and the Caribbean

This is an evergreen indigenous tree found in the landward side of mangrove 
areas, salinas and occasionally as wind-swept dwarf shrubs on windward coasts. 
The wood is very heavy and trees can have a trunk up to 1m in diameter. The 
leathery and slightly fleshy leaves are pointed and elliptical/oblong and have 
several gland dots. Both the genus name Conocarpus (meaning: cone-like fruit) 
and the common name (buttonwood) are based on the (red-brown) button-like 
fruit clusters. The seeds can float in water and thus can help in the spreading 
of the species.
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Alternative English names: 
Mahogany, Mahogany Tree, Cuban 
Mahogany, Small-leaved Mahogany, 
American Mahogany.

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Mahonie, Mahòk

Dutch: 
West-Indische Mahonie
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West Indian Mahogany 
Swietenia mahagoni

Recorded on: 
Curaçao, Saba, Sint Eustatius

Presence status: 
Introduced - Curaçao, 
Saba, Sint Eustatius

Distribution: 
North, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean 

West Indian mahogany has historically been a popular choice among 
woodworkers. Use of this wood within the Caribbean dates back to before 1514, 
a date carved in a piece of mahogany used to build a church in the Dominican 
Republic. This species is medium-sized and has been known to grow 30-35m tall. 
The bark of younger trees is smooth and grayish, becoming darker and furrowed 
as it grows. Goods made from West Indian mahogany are becoming increasingly 
rare due to over-harvesting, leading woodworkers to opt for faster growing, lower 
quality wood.
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3.6
Reptiles
A selection of Flagship Reptiles: 

Green Iguana / Lesser Antillean Iguana / Saban Black Iguana / 
Bearded Anole / Aruban Whiptail / Bonaire Whiptail / Saban Anole / 
Green Turtle / Hawksbill Turtle / Leatherback Turtle / Loggerhead Turtle / 
Aruban Rattlesnake / Red-Bellied Racer
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Alternative English name: 
American iguana, South American 
Green Iguana, Common Green Iguana, 
Common Iguana 

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Yuana

Dutch: 
Groene leguaan, Zuid- en 
Midden-Amerikaanse groene leguaan
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Green Iguana
Iguana iguana

Recorded on: 
Aruba, Bonaire, Klein Bonaire, 
Curaçao, Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, 
introduced (invasive)- Sint Maarten, 
Sint Eustatius, Saba

Distribution: 
Central and South America. 
Introduced in Florida, Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands and Hawaii.

The green iguana is an herbivore which typically grows up to 1.5m in length. When 
threatened by a predator, iguanas will typically try to run away, which includes 
jumping into the nearest body of water to swim. If cornered an iguana will usually 
extend and display the dewlap under its neck, puff up its body, hiss and bob its 
head towards its threat. Green iguanas also use head bobs to communicate. The 
frequency and number of head bobs has particular meanings to other iguanas. 
Their biggest threats involve interactions with humans, through traffic accidents, 
being killed as pests or captured for the pet trade. Outside its non-native range, 
the green iguana is threatening native iguana species, such as those on Sint 
Eustatius and Saba. Additionally, on Sint Maarten, the green iguana has led to the 
complete disappearance of Lesser Antillean Iguana. Iguana iguana from Saba was 
re-described as Iguana melanoderma in 2020.

singapore mini amsterdam
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Alternative English name: 
Antillean Iguana, Caribbean Iguana

Dutch: 
Antillenleguaan
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Lesser Antillean Iguana
Iguana delicatissima

Recorded on: 
Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Sint Eustatius, 
No longer present - Sint Maarten

Endemic: 
Lesser Antilles 

Distribution: 
Lesser Antilles, from 
Anguilla to Martinique 

The Lesser Antillean iguana is an endemic species to the Lesser Antilles. Their 
populations have struggled due to habitat destruction, feral predators, hunting 
and interbreeding with their sister species, the green iguana. Nowadays, the 
Lesser Antillean iguana is found on only a few islands in the region, with St. 
Eustatius being its last refuge within the Dutch Caribbean. This species is 
distinguishable from other iguana species by its blocky shortened face and the 
lack of the large round scale most iguanas have below each ear. Colorations can 
vary, but typically it is a gray color. Males tend to be larger than females, with a tail 
twice as long as its body. 
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Alternative English name: 
Melanistic Lesser Antilles Iguana, 
Black iguana (Saba)
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Saban Black Iguana
Iguana melanoderma

Recorded on: 
Saba

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Saba

Endemic: 
Lesser Antilles

Distribution: 
Saba and Montserrat 

The Saban black iguana is a subspecies of the green iguana (Iguana iguana), 
sometimes considered a distinct iguana species, first described in 2020. 
It is thought to be endemic to the islands of Saba and Montserrat, although 
external evidence indicates that it may be distributed in other parts of the 
Caribbean as well. The Saba black iguana is darker in color than the green iguana, 
with this coloration deepening as they age. They have a dark dewlap under their 
neck, high dorsal spikes, no horns on their snouts and a distinguishable dark 
spot behind their eyes. This species will likely be listed as an endangered species, 
because of their restricted range, habitat loss and pet trade. It also faces a 
significant threat of hybridization from non-native iguana species on the islands.
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Alternative English name: 
Watts’ Anole, Little Tree Lizard, 
Anguilla Bank Bush Anole 

Synonym: 
Anolis wattsi pogus 
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Bearded Anole
Anolis pogus

Recorded on: 
Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous- Sint Maarten

Endemic: 
Lesser Antilles 

Distribution: 
Only found on the Anguilla Bank, 
especially Sint Maarten

The bearded anole is locally abundant on Sint Maarten. Like other anoles, these 
lizards are mostly insectivorous, consuming a variety of small insects and other 
arthropods. On occasion, however, they will lap nectar and eat flowers and fruits. 
These slender anoles perch on grasses, scrubs, saplings, trees, rocks, cliff faces, 
and human-built structures like buildings, walls, fences and woodpiles. Males 
typically grow to a maximum length of 5 cm and females up to 4.2 cm. Coloration 
can be quite variable, with both hue and intensity changing under different 
circumstances. This species has now become extinct on neighboring islands of 
Anguilla and Sint Barthélemy, and although no one is certain of the cause, the 
most accepted theory is that it is the result of a loss of habitat and introduction of 
predators such as the mongoose and dog.
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Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Cododo Blau, Blausana, 
Lagadishi (females and juveniles), 
Cododo, Blausana

Dutch: 
Arubaanse renhagedis 

Synonym:  
Cnemidophorus lemniscatus arubensis
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Aruban Whiptail
Cnemidophorus arubensis

Recorded on: 
Aruba only

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Aruba

Endemic: 
Aruba

The Aruban whiptail is a subspecies of whiptail lizards found only on Aruba, and 
is the most abundant species of lizards on the island. Adult males are mostly 
turquoise blue with brown or tan flanks and pale blue spots. Females are typically 
brown in color with paler blue spots. This species plays an important role in the 
island ecosystem, consuming a variety of plants and small insects. The Aruban 
whiptail helps plant distribution by spreading seeds from ingested fruits. This 
lizard also provides an important food source for cascabel (Crotalus durissus 
unicolor), the burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia arubensis) and the American 
kestrel (Falco sparverius brevipennis). 
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Alternative English name: 
Bonaire Island Whiptail Lizard 

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Blou-blou (males), Kododo, 
Blousana (males), Lagadishi 
(females and juveniles)

Dutch: 
Bonairiaanse renhagedis

Synonym:  
Cnemidophorus murinus ruthveni
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Bonaire Whiptail
Cnemidophorus murinus ruthveni

Recorded on: 
Bonaire, Klein Bonaire 

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Bonaire, Klein Bonaire

Endemic: 
Bonaire, Klein Bonaire

The Bonaire whiptail is slightly smaller and differs in coloration compared to 
its sister species in Curaçao. In fact, this species was previously thought to be a 
subspecies of the Curaçao C. murinus but was elevated to its own species in 
2010. Males tend to have grey heads, front legs, khaki colored lower body and 
hind legs and blue tail. Females are brown with faint dots along their hindlegs 
and flanks. These lizards are very common on the island and can be found 
almost everywhere.
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Alternative English name: 
Saba Tree Lizard, 
Leopard Anole, Saba Anole
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Saban Anole
Anolis sabanus

Recorded on: 
Saba, Sint Eustatius 

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Saba, 
Introduced - Sint Eustatius

Endemic: 
Saba

The Saban anole is a native Saban species. Although globally, this species is very 
rare, it is common on the island of Saba. Biologists believe this species originates 
from Saint Croix and that it’s older than present-day anoles found on neighboring 
islands. Males are typically larger than females, but both have pale grey to tan 
colored bodies and pale yellow to green or orange dewlaps. Males are often 
distinguishable by the prominent dark brown to black spots covering their bodies. 
Females are paler than males and spots are reduced to specks or faint mottling. 
Like other anoles, this species feeds mostly on small insects.
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Alternative English name: 
Green Sea Turtle

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Turtuga Blanku

Dutch: 
Soepschildpad, Groene zeeschildpad

Alterative spelling:  
Chelonia midas
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Green Turtle
Chelonia mydas

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Worldwide 

The green sea turtle is covered by a large, teardrop shaped shell and has large 
paddle-like flippers. Like many other species of sea turtles, the green sea turtle 
migrates long distances between feeding grounds and hatching beaches. The 
average life expectancy is 80 years. This species has been documented in over 
140 countries worldwide and is known to have nesting sites in over 80. The 
Dutch Caribbean islands provide important foraging areas and nesting sites for 
this species. It typically inhabits shallow lagoon areas where it feeds off various 
types of seagrass. It usually bites off just the tips of the blades which keeps the 
grass healthy and promotes growth. Their eggs also play an important role in 
maintaining a healthy beach ecosystem, by providing key nutrients after hatching. 
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Alternative English name: 
Hawksbill Sea Turtle

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Karèt

Dutch: 
Karetschildpad
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Hawksbill Turtle
Eretmochelys imbricata

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Worldwide 

The hawksbill sea turtle is distinguishable from other species by its sharp, 
curving beak and saw-like appearance of its shell edges. The hawksbill shell 
changes colors slightly depending on water temperature. Adults typically grow 
to 1m in length and weigh around 80kg. While this species spends parts of its 
life in the open ocean, it tends to be more frequently found in shallow lagoons 
and coral reefs. This species is listed as critically endangered mostly due to 
human fishing practices and being hunted for use of its shell. Its crawl tracks are 
distinguishable on the beach by their asymmetry, whereas other species such as 
the green or leatherback turtle, leave more symmetrical crawl prints. Due to its 
diet of venomous cnidarians, the hawksbill flesh can become toxic. In addition, 
this species is the first reptile to be recorded as biofluorescent, which is still 
not fully understood, but many believe it could be from its diet which includes 
many biofluorescent organisms. The Dutch Caribbean islands provide important 
foraging areas and nesting sites for this species.
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Alternative English name: 
Leatherback

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Drikil 

Dutch: 
Lederschildpad
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Leatherback Turtle
Dermochelys coriacea

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Worldwide 

The leatherback sea turtle is the largest of all living turtles and the fourth-heaviest 
modern reptile behind three species of crocodiles. It is easily distinguished from 
other sea turtles by its lack of a bony shell, but instead its carapace is covered by 
skin and oily flesh, hence its name. In the Caribbean, an average adult can weigh 
around 384kg and measure 1.55m in length. This species is unique as they are 
able to maintain high body temperatures through metabolically generated heat, 
adults have been seen to have body temperatures 18°C above the temperature 
of water they are swimming in. They are also one of the deepest-diving marine 
animals, with individuals being recorded at depths greater than 1,280m. 
Additionally, they are the fastest-moving reptile, making the Guinness Book of 
World Records lists with a moving top speed of to 35.28 km/h in the water. 
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Alternative English name: 
Loggerhead Sea Turtle

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Kawama, Cawama

Dutch: 
Onechte Karetschildpad, 
Dikkopschildpad
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Loggerhead Turtle
Caretta caretta

Recorded on: 
Throughout the Dutch Caribbean

Presence status: 
Indigenous – Throughout 
the Dutch Caribbean

Distribution: 
Worldwide 

Loggerhead sea turtles are a species of oceanic turtle which can be found around 
the world. This species is the world’s largest of the hard-shelled turtles. Adults 
typically reach a weight of 135kg, but the largest weighed in at over 450kg. Their 
skin ranges from yellow to brown in color, and their shell is typically reddish 
brown. The loggerhead sea turtle has a low reproductive rate with females laying 
an average of four egg clutches every two to three years. The loggerhead reaches 
sexual maturity within 17–33 years and has a lifespan of 47–67 years. This species 
is considered endangered and rare around Saba, Sint Eustatius and Sint Maarten. 
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Alternative English name: 
Aruba Island Rattlesnake, Aruba Dwarf 
Rattlesnake, Aruba Cascabel

Papiamentu/Papiamento: 
Cascabel

Dutch: 
Arubaanse ratelslang

Synonym:
Crotalus durissus unicolor
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Aruban Rattlesnake
Crotalus unicolor

Recorded on: 
Aruba only

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Aruba

Endemic: 
Aruba 

The Aruban rattlesnake is a venomous pit viper species found only on Aruba 
and is among the rarest of rattlesnakes in the world. It is estimated that fewer 
than 230 adults survive in the wild. Adults grow to an average length of 90cm 
and weigh about 1kg. They are light brown, tan or almost pink in color reflecting 
the soil color of its natural habitat. This species typically has darker brown 
diamond-shaped markings, but these can be nearly invisible or only visible in a 
narrow stripe down the middle of its back. Males reach sexual maturity in four 
years; females in five. After a gestation time of four months, females give birth to 
between 5-15 live young at a time. The habitat for this species is mostly limited to 
the rocky, dry southern tip of Aruba. Although exporting this snake off the island 
is illegal, there are no other legal protections on the island. This species is now a 
part of the Species Survival Plan for captive breeding in an attempt to boost 
its numbers.
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Alternative English name: 
Racer Snake, Black Racer (Saba), 
Saba Racer, Orange-bellied Racer

Dutch: 
Roodbuik Grasslang
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Red-Bellied Racer 
Alsophis rufiventris

Recorded on: 
Saba, Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten

Presence status: 
Indigenous - Saba, Sint Eustatius, 
No longer present - Sint Maarten

Endemic: 
Lesser Antilles 

Distribution: 
Once occurred on Saba and the entire 
Sint Kitts Bank, but is now extirpated 
from Sint Kitts and Nevis.

The red-bellied racer is a small woodland snake, endemic within the Lesser 
Antilles. It typically ranges from 10-25cm in length. It is brown with black markings 
on its back and a pink throat. It kills its prey (small reptiles and rodents) by 
injecting them with weak venom and swallowing them whole. They are most 
active during the day, but are known to take a midday rest. This species is 
considered harmless to people.



4. Get involved

There are many daily changes 
people can make to help build a 
healthier more resilient environment 
and protect ecosystems and their 
(flagship) species. This includes: 
minimize your carbon footprint 
(for example turn off lights before 
leaving the house), minimize waste, 
minimize physical interactions with 
nature, promote native species 
while gardening, choose sustainable 
seafood and fishing practices, or use 
coral friendly sunscreen (without 
oxybenzone). Above all else, respect 
nature, familiarize yourself with 
local nature conservation rules and 
regulations and don’t forget to pay 
your nature fee.

Dedicated local conservation 
organizations are striving to protect 
nature in the Dutch Caribbean. Each 
island offers unique opportunities 
to get involved through volunteering 
with one of the many nature 
conservation organizations. This 
includes, but is not limited to, 
participating in beach cleanups, 
reforestation and coral restoration 
projects. You can also contribute 
by making a monetary donation to 
support and increase the capacity 
of local conservation efforts. In 
addition, photo donations are always 
welcomed for communication and 
outreach materials. Please check out 
dcnanature.org/donate for 
more information.
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Minimize your
carbon footprint Give the gift of nature

If you have the good fortune to 
spot a (flagship) species, please 
feel free to report your sightings 
or photos on DutchCaribbean.
observation.org. This is a free website 
and app (iPhone (iObs) & Android 
(ObsMapp) which allows citizens to 
report sightings of important plants 
and animals. These tools are available 
in over 40 languages and can be 
used by biologists and citizens and 
tourists alike. Species reports by 
local communities are invaluable for 
nature conservation efforts to help 
increase public awareness and overall 
species protection.
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Conclusion

The Dutch Caribbean is home to 
a wide variety of unique (flagship) 
species, both above and below 
the waterline. Understanding the 
current status and presence of these 
species is critical in the design and 
implementation of conservation plans 
in the future. The goal of this book 
is to highlight a selection of these 
unique flagship species. 

Many of these species and the 
habitats they inhabit are under 
mounting pressures and are in need 
of urgent conservation measures, 
across local, regional and global 
levels. Together we can work to build 
resilience and strengthen our natural 
resources, ensuring their survival for 
future generations. 
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Appendix I: Definitions, legislation,
abbreviations and symbols 

Species Name

Species have been listed in 
alphabetical order by their English 
name. The scientific name for each 
species can be found in parentheses. 
When applicable, the Papiamentu 
(local language Bonaire and Curaçao), 
Papiamento (local language Aruba) 
and Dutch translations of each name 
have also been included.

Important Bird Areas

An Important Bird and Biodiversity 
Area (IBA) is an area identified 
using an internationally agreed 
set of criteria as being globally 
important for the conservation of 
bird populations. IBA was developed 
and sites are identified by BirdLife 
International.

IBA Species are birds that can be
found in Important Bird Areas.

Invasive species

Organism that causes ecological or 
economic harm in a new environment 
where it is not native. 

Flagship Species

Flagship species are those that have 
a value intrinsically linked to the 
island. In addition to endangered and 
endemic species, these also include 
those that are iconic, charismatic, 
associated with the island and its 
culture, or have particular non-use 
economic or recreational value. 
For this book, the lists of flagship 
species developed by DCNA (2012) 
were used. As there are too many 
flagship to highlight in this book, a 
selection was made to make sure 
the most important different classes 
were covered. The Dutch Caribbean 
Protected Area Management 
Organizations selected and identified 
new flagship species they want 
to receive extra attention to raise 
awareness, capture the public’s 
imagination and encourage them 
to support conservation projects. 
Their selection excludes non-native 
introduced, naturalized and invasive 
species which can be harmful to 
the ecosystem.
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Dutch Caribbean Islands

Flags for the specific islands where 
the individual is considered a flagship 
species can be found above each 
photo. Be aware that a flagship 
species designated for one island 
could be a “problem” species for 
another island(s), where it may be 
considered invasive, threatening the 
native flora and fauna.
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Aruba

Curaçao

Saba

St. Maarten

Bonaire

St. Eustatius

Saba Bank



Relevant Legislation

All Dutch Caribbean islands are 
party to the following international 
treaties and conventions:
 
CITES: 
The Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) is an 
international agreement between 
governments. It works to ensure 
that international trade in specimens 
of wild animals and plants does 
not threaten their survival. Species 
are specified according to three 
appendices (I, II, III).

 Appendix I includes species  
 threatened with extinction to
 which a trade ban applies. 
 Trade in specimens of these 
 species is permitted only in  
 exceptional circumstances.

 Appendix II includes species not
 necessarily threatened with
  extinction, but in which trade  
 must be controlled in order to  
 avoid utilization incompatible 
 with their survival.

 Appendix III includes species 
 that are protected in at least
 one country, which has asked 
 other CITES Parties for assistance  
 in controlling trade.

SPAW: 
Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife 
(SPAW) Protocol strives to protect 
global biodiversity. Species are 
specified according to three annexes 
(I, II, III).

 Annex I includes species of  
 coastal and marine flora for  
 which exploitation is forbidden.

 Annex II includes species of 
 fauna for which exploitation 
 is forbidden.

 Annex III includes species
 of flora and fauna in which  
 populations must be maintained  
 at a sustainable level. 
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CMS: 
The Conservation of Migratory 
Species of Wild Animals (CMS) is an 
international treaty focused on the 
conservation and sustainable use of 
migratory animals and their habitats. 
Species are specified according to two 
appendices (I, II).

 Appendix I includes migratory  
 species which are currently at risk  
 for extinction.

 Appendix II includes migratory  
 species conserved through  
 Agreements (f.e. CMS Sharks  
 MOU). These species have
 an unfavorable conservation  
 status and require   
 international agreements  
 for their conservation and  
 management, as well as those  
 that have a conservation
 status which would significantly  
 benefit from the international
 cooperation that could 
 be achieved by an 
 international agreement.

CMS Sharks MOU: 
 
 the Memorandum of
 Understanding on the   
 Conservation of Migratory
 Sharks (Sharks MOU): The 
 first global instrument for the 
 conservation of migratory 
 species of sharks.

IUCN Red List: 
The International Union for 
Conservation of Nature’s Red List of 
Threatened Species (IUCN Red List) 
uses a set of quantitative criteria 
to evaluate the extinction risk for 
thousands of species. The following 
terms are used:

 Extinct or  

 Extinct in the Wild:   
 species no longer 
 exists in the wild 

 Critically Endangered,  

 Endangered and 

 Vulnerable: species threatened  
 with global extinction

 Near Threatened: species close
 to the threatened thresholds or  
 that would be threatened without  
 ongoing conservation measures

 Least Concern: species evaluated  
 with a lower risk of extinction

 Data Deficient: no assessment  
 because of insufficient data
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Inter American Convention 
for the Protection and 
Conservation of Sea
Turtles (IAC): 

 The Inter-American Convention
 (IAC) for the Protection and
 Conservation of Sea Turtles is 
 an intergovernmental treaty 
 that provides the legal framework 
 for countries in the Americas and 
 the Caribbean to take actions for 
 the benefit of sea turtles.

Be aware: on Bonaire, Saba,  
St Eustatius and St Maarten:  
animal and plant species belonging 
to the native fauna or flora of the 
islands, listed in Annex I of the Bonn 
Convention, Annexes I and II of the 
SPAW Protocol, Annex I of the CITES 
Convention and Annexes I and II to 
the Turtle Convention, are protected.

On Curaçao, animal and plant 
species belonging to the native fauna 
or flora of the island, listed in the 
Bonn Convention, Annexes I, II and 
III of the SPAW Protocol and Annex I,
II and III of the CITES Convention, 
are protected.

On Aruba, animal species belonging 
to the native fauna of the island, 
listed in the Annexes of the CITES 
convention and SPAW protocol, 
are protected.

Local legislation (island): 
 Some islands have specialized 
 local legislation also covering 
 certain specific flagship species. If 
 local legislation specifically names 
 the general or a specific species, 
 the specific islands were listed.
 
Be aware: 
• Islands are not listed under  
 “local legislation” if protection 
 is based on international treaties 
 and conventions. See previous
 pages for more information  
 regarding international treaties  
 and conventions.

• Species are not listed under “local 
 legislation” if species are not fully 
 protected. This excludes 
 additional conservation rules and 
 regulations such as “marine 
 no-take zones”, fishing gear 
 restrictions and protected area 
 rules and regulations. All species 
 are protected (generally speaking) 
 whilst they are within a protected 
 area or within an area designated 
 as ’no take’ or (to a certain 
 extent) by fishing rules and 
 regulations. That protection 
 ceases as soon as they cross 
 the protected area (or zonation) 
 boundary or do not meet the 
 criteria of the fishing restriction 
 (anymore). In which case the 
 species has no special protection. 

• Please check with the Protected
  Area Management Organization
 or Local Public Entity for more
 information on local rules and 
 regulations regarding protected 
 areas and fishing rules and  
 regulations.165 APPENDIX I: DEFINITIONS 166

 

Each species includes a list of islands 
they inhabit and their current 
status using include the following 
definitions: 

Recorded on
This highlights what Dutch Caribbean 
islands this particular species has 
been recorded on, whether through 
species surveys or through research 
expeditions.

Presence Status
• Indigenous: species that are native  
 and established new arrivals and  
 vagrants by natural means.

• Introduced: species that have been
  introduced to the island by 
 humans, and are now reproducing 
 there. Includes incidental escapes/
 imported species.

• No longer present: species used to
  be present (established or 
 frequently occurring) on an island, 
 but are now no longer present 
 or occurring 

• Extinct - species that are no longer  
 present on the island(s) where they  
 used to occur.

Edemicity
Endemism is a geographically defined 
term. It requires to be explicit about 
what geographical scales are used.

• Island endemics: species or 
 subspecies that are only known 
 to occur on one of the islands  
 (Aruba, Bonaire, Curaçao, Saba, 
 Sint Eustatius or Sint Maarten 
 (including the French part 
 Saint Martin) or the Saba Bank).

• Endemics: species or subspecies  
 endemic to larger geographical  
 areas. The following definitions  
 were used:

 o  Northern Lesser Antilles level  
  endemic species: species found  
  on one or more of the SSS 
  islands (Saba, Sint Eustatius and 
  Sint Maarten) that are restrictively 
  shared with the islands from 
  Puerto Rico to and including 
  Montserrat. This includes all 
  inter-lying islands and banks such 
  as Sint Croix, the Saba Bank, 
  Anguilla Bank and the Sint 
  Kitts Bank islands.

 o Lesser Antilles level endemic  
  species: species found on 
  one or more of the SSS islands 
  that are restrictively shared with 
  the islands of the Lesser Antilles 
  (all islands between Anguilla and 
  including Grenada).

Presence and 
distribution 
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Endemics: continued

o  Antilles level endemic species:  
  species found on one or more  
  of the SSS islands that are 
  restrictively shared with the 
  islands of up to the Greater 
  Antilles (all islands between and 
  including Cuba. The Bahamas and 
  Turks and Caicos are excluded). 

 o Leeward Antilles level endemic 
  species: species found on 
  one or more of the islands of 
  the Southwestern island chain of 
  the Lesser Antilles, sometimes 
  also referred to as southern 
  Caribbean Islands: Aruba, 
  Bonaire, Curaçao, and the 
  Venezuelan islands Los Monjes 
  Archipelago, La Tortuga, La Sola, 
  Los Testigos, Los Frailes, 
  Patos, Los Roques Archipelago,  
  La Blanquilla, Los Hermanos, 
  La Orchilla, Las Aves Archipelago, 
  Isla Margarita, Coche, Cubagua.

Distribution: 

This notes the geographical areas in 
which a particular (sub-)species can 
be found. The following definitions of 
geographical areas were used:

• Antilles Greater Antilles and Lesser  
 Antilles (Caribbean in its narrowest  
 definition)

Distribution: continued

• Anguilla Bank: Anguilla, 
 St. Maarten, St. Barthélemy

• Greater Antilles: Islands including  
 Cuba, Hispaniola, Puerto Rico,  
 Jamaica, and the Cayman Islands. 

•  Leeward Antilles: Southerly islands  
 of the Lesser Antilles along the 
 southeastern fringe of the 
 Caribbean Sea, just north of the 
 South American mainland.

• Lesser Antilles: Group of islands 
 which form the eastern boundary 
 of the Caribbean Sea with the 
 Atlantic Ocean. The islands of the 
 Lesser Antilles are divided into 
 three groups: The Windward 
 Islands in the south, the Leeward 
 Islands in the north, and the 
 Leeward Antilles in the west 

• West Indies: Subregion of the
  Caribbean which includes the 13 
 independent island countries and 
 18 dependencies and other 
 territories in three major 
 archipelagos: Greater Antilles, 
 Lesser Antilles, and Lucayan 
 Archipelago.
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Appendix II: Protected Areas

The Protected Area Management 
Organizations are mandated by the 
Island Governments to manage the 
national parks.

View the protected Yarari Marine 
Mammal and Shark Sanctuary map 
on page 10. 

The Dutch Caribbean comprises an 
integrated network of protected 
areas which serve to safeguard their 
wide variety of natural resources.  
Maps and guidance documents are 
continuously updated to reflect 
current national and international 
conservation strategies and legal 
requirements.  To find the most 
up to date information, please visit 
the Dutch Caribbean Biodiversity 
Database (https://www.dcbd.nl) for 
current documentation concerning:

• Marine Parks
• Terrestrial Parks
• Ramsar sites
• Important Bird Areas
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Appendix III: Information Resources
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Information within this book is based 
on the following resources:

Dutch Caribbean 
Biodiversity Database
www.dcbd.nl

The Dutch Caribbean Biodiversity 
Database (DCBD) is a web-based 
platform developed with the help of 
DCNA and Wageningen University to 
aid in sharing important biodiversity 
publications and other documents, 
ongoing monitoring and trends, 
maps and other biodiversity 
information. The DCBD is managed 
by Wageningen University. DCBD 
provides a robust and evolving 
solution to meet the demanding 
requirements for understanding 
our environment and closing the
gap between researchers and 
policy makers. 

Dutch Caribbean
Species Register
www.dutchcaribbeanspecies.org

An overview of the known biodiversity 
(animals, plants, fungi) of the Dutch 
Caribbean is presented in this 
database with over 8,600 species.

This online database is the result of 
an effort of Naturalis Biodiversity 
Center to gather all relevant records 
and publications on the biodiversity 
and natural history of the six islands 
of the Dutch Caribbean: Aruba, 
Bonaire, Curaçao, Saba, Sint Eustatius 
and Sint Maarten, together with the 
submerged Saba Bank. 

The database contains a wide variety 
of information, which has been 
gathered from books, scientific 
articles, expedition reports, museum 
catalogues, websites, species lists, 
and photographs. The database 
includes, but is not limited to 
presence status per island, photos, 
literature references, and common/
local names. 
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Dutch Caribbean Nature 
Alliance (DCNA) - 
BioNews newsletter
www.DCNAnature.org/news/

The DCNA collects information 
concerning all research and 
monitoring projects impacting the 
Dutch Caribbean. This information 
is stored in the DCBD. DCNA also 
promotes accessibility and awareness 
of new scientific publications and 
research reports, amongst others 
through their free newsletter 
BioNews, (social) media channels, 
and the Dutch nature platform 
Nature Today.

Observation International
DutchCaribbean.observation.org

Observation International, in 
collaboration with DCNA, has 
designed and launched a platform to 
serve as the citizen science database 
to record field observations in the 
Dutch Caribbean. This free tool allows 
all interested parties to record and 
share information on their plant and 
animal sightings from both a desktop 
and mobile application. Since starting 
in 2004, over 100 million sightings 
have already been recorded. This 
easy to use platform allows users to 
submit and access data, including 
transect monitoring, photographic 
databases and data export and is 
available in all major languages.

(BIO)NEwS

iObs

ObsMapp
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Species of Conservation 
Value for the Dutch 
Caribbean 

This list was updated under SPAW 
RAC funded project entitled 
“Using Management Effectiveness to 
Strengthen Species Conservation in the 
Caribbean”, version 1.1, by MacRae, 
D.M. and De Meyer, K. (2020). The 
species list is intended to provide 
a greater understanding of species 
of conservation interest including 
endangered, threatened, endemic 
and flagship species.

This updated version is based on 
work done by the DCNA in 2005 
and includes changes to species 
status according to international 
and regional species designations as 
well as changes to local legislation. 
These species lists are correct as of 
November 2020.

International Species Lists

In addition to the Dutch Caribbean 
specific resources, a wide variety 
of information was also taken from 
international lists including:

• CITES: Convention on International  
 Trade in Endangered Species of  
 Wild Fauna and Flora 

• SPAW: Specially Protected Areas  
 and Wildlife (SPAW) Protocol

• CMS: Conservation of Migratory  
 Species of Wild Animals (CMS)

• CMS Sharks MOU: Memorandum of  
 Understanding on the Conservation  
 of Migratory Sharks (Sharks MOU)

• IUCN Red List: International Union  
 for Conservation of Nature’s Red  
 List of Threatened Species 
 (IUCN Red List)

• Inter American Convention for the  
 Protection and Conservation of Sea  
 Turtles (IAC)

• Important bird Areas (IBA), 
 BirdLife International
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DCNA’s activities are generously supported by the Dutch Postcode Lottery. 
This book and BioNews are funded by the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and 
Food Quality (LNV).

Colophon

A special thanks to our members, 
partners, conservationists, 
scientists and photographers 
for your dedicated work and the 
funding support from the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Nature and Food 
Quality (LNV). Thank you for being 
by our side — for your shared 
passion, encouragement and 
support to safeguard nature in the 
Dutch Caribbean. 

DCNA produces “BioNews”, a free 
monthly digital newsletter featuring 
recent nature related news-items 
about the Dutch Caribbean as well 
as overviews of recent publications, 
current research and monitoring 
programmes and upcoming events. 

Want to know more? 
Check out BioNews 
on the DCNA website:
https://dcnanature.org/news
or send an email to 
research@DCNAnature.org
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St. Eustatius
STENAPA
+599 318 2884
www.statiapark.org

St. Maarten
Nature Foundation
+721 544 4267
www.naturefoundationsxm.org

Saba
Saba Conservation Foundation
+599 416 3295
www.sabapark.org

Aruba
Fundacion Parke 
Nacional Aruba
+297 585 1234
www.arubanationalpark.org

Bonaire
STINAPA Bonaire
+599 717 8444
www.stinapa.org

Curaçao
CARMABI
+599 9 462 4242
www.carmabi.org

Members of the Dutch
Caribbean Nature Alliance

177 DCNA MEMBERS



The Dutch Caribbean is home to a wide variety of unique plants and 
animals, some of which can only be found on these islands. These species, 
or flagship species, provide value intrinsically linked to each island, 
whether it’s through their iconic nature, rarity or cultural value.

This book covers a selection of flagship species identified by the 
Dutch Caribbean Protected Area Management Organizations. Each 
chapter provides a brief description highlighting key facts about the 
protected status, geographical distribution and some interesting trivia 
for these species. 

Let yourself be amazed and immersed by the extraordinary nature 
present in the Dutch Caribbean. Protect what you love to safeguard these 
natural treasures for future generations.


