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What if we change?
Healthy ecosystems provide us with vital services like 

clean air, fertile soil and clear water. These services are 

essential for human life, and yet they are increasingly 

jeopardized by people putting more and more pressure 

on the ecosystems they are part of. 

People don’t always realize that their impact on nature 

could also be positive. By putting effort into restoring 

and maintaining our natural environment, it is still 

possible to change the outcome and set our world on a 

different course. Actively restoring damaged ecosystems 

and securing the services they provide enables us to 

make changes for the better. 

The vast Loess Plateau in China is a key example of 

large-scale ecosystem restoration. Until recently, the 

Loess Plateau was a heavily degraded area. Continuing 

efforts of the World Bank, Chinese government and 

local communities resulted in a significant amount of 

land (approximately the size of Belgium) restored to full 

function, allowing farmers to grow vegetables and grain 

without destroying the land. Like no other, this project 

demonstrates that degradation can be reversed and 

offers a means to turn lives around. All over the world 

we now see an increase in the number of initiatives to 

restore degraded ecosystems. 

What if… we could live in a world with 
healthy ecosystems? What if we would 
put more value on the importance of 
nature, and focus less on the produc-
tion and consumption of goods? What 
if we would take action, instead of wit-
ness the downward spiral of land degra-
dation, loss of biodiversity and climate 
change? What if… we would change?
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Through What if we change we shape our future by telling 

video stories. We may be part of the problem, but can 

certainly also be part of the solution to fix our earth

Get involved
If we want these changes to take effect, it is important to act 

now. Showing that worldwide, both large scale and small 

scale, people are working to restore nature can inspire and 

motivate others to begin making changes in their own life 

as well. 

To this end, the interactive video platform www.

whatifwechange.org was created. It offers people a chance 

to experience what happens on the other side of the world, 

like villagers in India making way for elephant corridors; 

children on Bonaire learning about the exceptional 

ecosystem in Lac Bay; and communities in Mali replanting 

flood forests to mitigate drought and climate change.

Using the power of film, What if we change allows the Dutch 

audience of the Nationale Postcode Loterij (and anyone 

worldwide with internet access) to see and experience 

what ecosystem restoration entails and how it contributes 

to the well-being of both people and nature. By interacting 

with the reporters and local communities, the audience 

is invited to participate, ask questions and contribute to 

creating a worldwide story of change.
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•	  Ecosystem restoration projects on Bonaire (Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance), 

in Mali (Wetlands International) and India (Wildlife Trust of India) commence.

•	 Charismatic cinematographer and researcher John D. Liu, IUCN Ambassador 

for Ecosystem Restoration, starts his visual road show around the world 

to inspire people with films and stories about global best practices on 

ecosystem restoration. 

•	  The government of Rwanda decides to launch a Forest and Landscape 

Restoration Initiative to restore all degraded land in Rwanda after meeting 

with IUCN/UNFF and John Liu. 

•	 Four video reporters start work on location in Mali, Bonaire, India, and Bolivia. 

They are the eyes and ears of the audience and provide growing insight into 

the daily life and work of people improving their lives by conserving our 

planet.

•	 First results from research in Lac Bay  Bonaire produce valuable information 

on the conch population and its reproduction patterns.

•	 Ten villages in Mali receive access to microcredits in exchange for sustainable 

ecosystem management and restoration of 200 ha of flood plains and 

mangrove forests.

•	 We launch the What if we change video platform and social media community.

•	 In India, communities decide to turn areas of former slash and burn 

agriculture into reserve forests for nature conservation. They start the 

restoration of habitat for elephants, to create a corridor for animals to move 

freely between remaining plots of land. 

•	 John Liu’s film Rwanda – Emerging in a Changing Climate premieres at the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change COP 17 in Durban.

Project highlights
2010

2011
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•	 A joint effort between John Liu and the Dutch television broadcaster VPRO 

results in the documentary ‘Green Gold’. It airs on Dutch television as part of the 

TV program Tegenlicht and is the best viewed episode of the season (391 000 

viewers). Green Gold has also been viewed over 200,000 times on YouTube to 

date and has been awarded a special Prix Italia. 

•	 Media partner Loefflab develops a new leader video and a toolkit for secondary 

schools to use What if we change videos in the classroom. 

•	  John Liu presents at the Rio +20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

Development in Brazil.

•	 On Bonaire, a conch storybook for children is developed and used in the 

classroom, telling the story of the little Lobotus.

•	  Although there are multiple crises in Mali (war, droughts), villagers make 

progress with the restoration of flood plains and mangrove forests in the Inner 

Niger Delta.

•	 Participatory video trainings in India and Bolivia enable local communities to 

create their own film. 

•	 Indian communities receive assistance with alternative livelihood activities to 

minimize their impact on forests.

•	 Two TV spots on the conch restoration project are broadcast on several 

Bonairean TV channels.

•	 24 episodes of John Liu’s WiWC TV series are online and air in 9 African 

countries .

•	 A village in Northeast India relocates to make way for an elephant corridor.

•	 The video reporters have produced over a 1000 clips for the What if we change 

video stories database.

•	 WiWC reporters Paul and Megan produce a film for the E 50:50 International 

Elephant conference in November.

•	 A documentary film is produced and premieres on October 17th in Amsterdam. 

2012

2013
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Bonaire
Lac Bay is the largest estuary of the Dutch Antilles. It 

harbours a unique ecosystem that is home to many 

species of reef fish, green turtles and also the endangered 

queen conch. This sea snail is part of a rich cultural 

tradition on Bonaire, where the snail is traditionally eaten 

as a tasty delicacy. Unfortunately, as a result of gross 

overfishing the conch is on the verge of disappearing 

from Lac Bay. 

The aim of the Conch Restoration project has been 

to work with traditional local fishermen to restore 

queen conch populations and to regulate sustainable 

conch fishery in Lac Bay. The project consisted of 

three interlinked components: a scientific monitoring 

program, an outreach campaign and enforcement 

activities. Legislation already prohibits the taking of 

conch without a permit, but it had not been possible to 

effectively enforce this regulation and illegal poaching is 

a significant problem. 

Research that was carried out on and around Lac Bay 

yielded invaluable information on the conch and related 

habitat, both in terms of conservation and sustainable 

fishery. Over the course of the project over 4,800 

individual conch were tagged and their whereabouts 

and growth rates were tracked. Local fishermen were 

encouraged to participate in the project and worked on 

a variety of management aspects, including helping to 

clear the channels through the mangroves which in turn 

helped to maintain water circulation.

The project’s strong outreach campaign was very 

successful. Under the slogan “ban trese karko bek” (bring 

back  the conch) it ran throughout the years with posters, 

buttons, bumper stickers, storybooks, workbooks, radio 

announcements as well as TV documentaries produced 

by What if we change reporter Merel Notten. Pre and post 

surveys demonstrate a substantial increase in awareness 

about conch conservation among islanders.

Ecosystem Restoration Projects 

Local Partner: Dutch Caribean Nature Alliance
Video reporter: Merel Notten
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At the onset of the project the conch population was 

very low. The presence of National Parks Foundation 

STINAPA in the bay helped to prevent illegal fishing and 

in the course of the project the conch stock increased, 

which could be measured but was also visible for the 

local population. However, as the conch population 

increased this also encouraged poaching and this 

remains the most serious threat to conch populations. 

The amount of surveillance was increased in an effort to 

discourage poaching, but a small but persistent group 

of poachers remains active. Enforcing the poaching 

legislation proved difficult because of the size of Lac Bay, 

its multiple access points and remoteness. Persistent 

poaching remains a significant threat to the long-term 

survival of the conch. DCNA and STINAPA will continue 

to look for ways in which to solve this problem.
A positive side effect of the video reporting was the 
interest of the youth in this medium. Through direct 
and indirect support of the What if we change reporter 
and others, a Media College was started to give media 
training to high school students.
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The Inner Niger Delta in Mali 
is essential to the survival of 
many species of grassland birds 
from the Netherlands and other 
European countries. This unique 
ecosystem on the edge of the 
Sahara is flooded every year 
as a result of monsoon rains. 
Consequently, the area is not only 
important to birds but also to the 
more than 1 million people who 
depend on this region for their 
daily resources. 

Wetlands International promotes the sustainable 

management of wetlands through research, training and 

support of local developments. For this project, Wetlands 

International worked with local farmers, fishermen 

and trades women in the regions of Mopti, Djenne 

and Youwarou. Ten communities and an association of 

women in Mopti received access to microcredit schemes. 

In exchange, villagers committed to reduce pressure on 

waterfowl and performed restoration activities on their 

lands.

A total of 466 people benefited, each representing an 

average family of seven people. With the loans, people 

were able to develop livelihood activities such as small 

businesses for women, cereal banks, and acquire fishing 

equipment compliant with regulatory standards. This 

decreases their need to hunt for migratory birds. 

Communities replanted mangrove forests and restored 

the vegetation in natural floodplains in the Inner Niger 

Delta. With help of forestry officials, over 200 ha have 

been regenerated: 123 ha of flood plains (through 

replanting) and 79 ha of mangrove forests (through 

replanting and fencing). 

In January 2012, the three Northern regions of Mali 

were occupied by rebelling armed groups, and the 

war in Mali has inevitably influenced the project. These 

Mali
Local Partner: Wetlands International
Video reporter: Mamadou Mariko
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Sadly, climate change and 
unsustainable land use have 
resulted in severe land degradation 
and threaten the survival of both 
people and migratory birds. Local 
communities commonly live from 
fishing, but severe droughts have 
forced them to supplement their 
income by hunting birds. Every year, 
hundreds of thousands of birds are 
caught in the Inner Niger Delta and 
traded for consumption in local 
markets. 

effects were especially prominent in Youwarou, a region 

in the occupied zone. Many people and organizations 

left the area, including the bank supplying microcredits. 

Adjustments were made to accommodate this; alternative 

activities were developed that could take place elsewhere, 

such as a theatrical sketch about the Inner Niger Delta 

for national television. After the situation improved and 

stabilized in 2013, projects were continued. In Mopti and 

Djenne, villagers have already completely reimbursed the 

loan they received. In Youwarou there were more delays, 

but villagers are determined to pay back the loan and 

improve their livelihoods. Systems have been put in place 

to ensure long term management and protection of the 

regenerated land. 
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The forest remnants of Northeast India are unmatched 

in terms of biodiversity and provide an essential 

habitat for major wildlife species such as the Asian 

elephant, tiger and hoolock gibbon. People living 

in these forests mostly depend on natural resources 

for sustenance and livelihoods. This is increasingly 

leading to conflicts between elephants and people, as 

the clearance of forest to make way for settlements, 

agriculture, mining and the timber industry means 

that natural habitats disappear and remain only in 

isolated patches. 

In order to reduce conflict and enlarge the living 

space of animals, wildlife corridors are restored to 

connect remaining patches of land. These corridors 

are vital for elephant survival and allow animals to 

move safely between different protected areas. 

India
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On two locations in Northeast India (Garo Hills and Karbi 

Anglong), the Wildlife Trust of India made considerable 

progress with the establishment of elephant corridors. 

Local communities were sensitized on wildlife 

conservation and cooperated to set aside 512 ha of land 

for conservation in the Garo Hills . Restoration of degraded 

habitat for elephants and other animals was taken up in 

131 ha of these forest reserves. Securing the Kaziranga-

Karbi Anglong corridor proved more difficult because of 

political struggles in the region. Activities were moved to 

secure the more accessible Kalapahar-Digurung corridor 

in the same landscape. When an entire village decided 

to move to make way for the corridor, this made the 

international news.

In return for setting aside land for elephants and other 

wildlife, villagers received support to take up other 

livelihood options such as weaving, poultry farming and 

vegetable cultivation. In this way the community can 

reduce its dependence on forest based livelihoods. 

The video material produced by What if we change 

reporters Paul Hendrix and Megan Haagh was used in an 

awareness campaign and was screened at the Convention 

on Biological Diversity in Hyderabad in October 2012. It 

was also used to convince the forest department to take 

up a larger area for conservation and legal protection. 

A 30-minute documentary will be screened at the 

forthcoming E-5050 International Elephant Congress in 

New Delhi in November 2013. 

The progress made during this project demonstrates that 

it is possible to create a successful model for conservation 

of wildlife in an area owned by local communities. The 

Wildlife Trust of India plans to use and expand this 

approach to eventually secure all 88 elephant corridors of 

India. 

Local partner: Wildlife Trust of India
Video reporter:s: Paul Hendrix & Megan Haagh
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What if We Change reporter Rodrigo Abascal has 

documented the ecosystem restoration work of various 

partner organisations of IUCN NL in Bolivia. The 57,000 

km2 Río Grande catchment, one of Bolivia’s most 

important watersheds, is an important restoration site. 

In one project, Fundación Natura Bolivia works with two 

communities in Amboró National Park who try to resolve 

their differences over a shared water source. Business and 

restoration go hand in hand, as villagers downstream 

pay compensation to villagers upstream to enable them 

to reduce agricultural production. Through reciprocal 

agreements for conservation, and by compensating 

farmers for the opportunity cost of their conservation 

activities with e.g. bee boxes and fruit trees, a sustainable 

initiative is created.

Extensive and indiscriminate cattle grazing is one of the 

primary threats to the outer zone of Amboró National Park, 

which functions as a buffer to protect the park against 

rapid degradation. Cattle grazing affects the quality and 

quantity of water that can be used downstream, as cows 

graze along river banks and eat seedlings. The decline in 

vegetation reduces the capacity of the soil to retain water, 

leading to decreases in water flow and quality during dry 

season and increased flooding during the wet season. 

By preventing cattle grazing along the river margins and 

banks, the forest is allowed to recover.

Development of innovative financing mechanisms for 

upstream conservation and watershed management has 

made it easier for downstream actors to invest in upstream 

conservation and restoration. It is anticipated that 

livelihood and income will be increased for 200 upstream 

families by 2015 and more than 8.000 ha of land will have 

a formal conservation status, allowing communities to 

better protect and restore their forests. 

In 2013, Rodrigo followed the conservation work of 

SAVIA in the Gran Chaco region (South America’s second 

largest wilderness after the Amazon rainforest). He filmed 

in Kaa Iya National Park; an endangered ecosystem that 

forms one of the biggest biodiversity hotspots in Bolivia. 

Uniquely, the park was established and is managed by the 

indigenous groups that live in the area. Their traditions, as 

well as their sustainable, spiritual relationship with nature, 

are fading. A film was made to rescue and restore this rich 

culture. The central values and natural practices are vital 

for long-term sustainable conservation and restoration of 

the Park. 

Bolivia
Local Partner:  Fundacion Natura Bolivia & NATIVA
Video reporter:s: Rodrigo Abascal
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“It is possible to rehabilitate 
large-scale damaged ecosystems”

Over the past three years, filmmaker John D. Liu has 

travelled the world to inform and inspire people with 

examples of large scale ecosystem restoration. He has 

presented, filmed and lectured in over 30 countries 

on 5 continents, thus reaching countless regional and 

global decision makers, students, environmentalists, 

scholars and interested people worldwide. 

An impression of John’s achievements can be found at 

the back of this report. Highlights of his ambassador 

role include keynote speeches and presentations at 

the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) in Kenya, 

the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) COP 16 in Mexico, the IUCN World 

Conservation Congress 2012 in Jeju, South Korea, the 

Rio +20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

Development in Brazil and the The Economist World 

Forest’s Summit in Sweden. 

In 2011, the International Year of Forests, John’s film 

Hope in a Changing Climate was selected the winner of 

the category ‘issues and solutions’. John has produced 

several films to be shown worldwide, all of which can 

be viewed on the What if we change website. Highlights 

include Rwanda - Forests of Hope, which was pivotal in 

enabling a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Rwanda Government; The Bonn challenge, describing 

a ten year target to restore 150 million hectares of 

deforested and degraded land; and Green Gold, a 2012 

episode of the Dutch TV series Tegenlicht (VPRO). 

John D. Liu: IUCN ambassador for 
ecosystem restoration
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Collaboration with Citizen Television Kenya has led to the production of a television series called What if We change? The 

series, produced by John Liu and with contributions from Earth Focus and Link TV, is broadcast in nine African countries. 

Distribution and broadcast in China (CCTV) and America (Earth Focus) are also anticipated. The series now consists of 24 

episodes and several of our reporters on location have made contributions that will soon be incorporated.

TV series
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Every person has a story to tell, but 
not everyone has the means to 
tell it. In cooperation with Insight 
Share, a leading organization in 
capacity building and participatory 
video (PV), a PV training project was 
organized in India and Bolivia. 

Participatory video is a tool for 
individuals and groups to grow in 
self-confidence and trust, and to 
build skills to act for change. The 
methods are designed to build 

In India, two high-quality participatory video processes 

were undertaken within West and South Garo Hills. What 

if we change reporters Paul and Megan and staff from 

Wildlife Trust of India were trained to be video facilitators. 

Applying their new learned skills, they subsequently 

organized participatory video projects in Sakal Aduma and 

Aretika, focusing on key community-level issues relating 

to conservation and sustainable futures. The process 

encouraged homegrown solutions, grassroots action and 

self-determination within communities commonly used 

to more passive participation in conservation initiatives. 

Villagers of Sakal Aduma mixed documentary and 

drama to produce a video on slash and burn agriculture 

(jhumming). The video was produced to encourage 

everyone in Sakal Aduma to begin making the shift to 

more sustainable plantation agriculture, whilst urging key 

stakeholders to engage with and assist them in making 

this difficult transition. The video broadcast resulted in the 

establishment of a self-help group for people willing to 

make the transition to sustainable agricultural practices.

All videos can be viewed on the What if we change 

platform.

Participatory Video
India
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bridges between communities 
and decision-makers. A PV 
process involves three stages: a 
training in participatory video 
facilitation, particularly focused on 
engaging communities affected 
by conservation initiatives; the 
production of a PV project with 
local communities; and a review 
and consolidation of experiences 
during post-training assignments. 

A training program was developed for staff from local NGOs 

Fundación Natura Bolivia (FNB), NATIVA and Faunagua. 10 

participants acquired audiovisual skills, including camera 

work and editing, as well as skills for participation and 

engagement. It provided new means for NGOs to engage 

with local communities, generate a relationship of trust 

and document the perceptions of local people. 

The program was successful in building new skills 

and awareness in groups of trainees for whom both 

participatory facilitation and working with video were 

entirely new areas of knowledge and experience. Trainee 

facilitators have been left with the skills, experience and 

equipment to continue to develop as PV facilitators. 

The four videos created during the participatory video 

project can be viewed online. 

Bolivia
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The interactive website What if we change allows a 

worldwide audience to become involved in and inspired 

by ecosystem restoration. The project platform was 

launched in October 2011 and four dedicated video 

reporters have documented ecosystem restoration 

projects for the past two years. Producing over a 1000 

video clips, they have made a massive contribution to 

the video database and interacted with several viewers, 

answering questions and reacting to comments. 

In the course of the process, it became apparent that 

the number of interactions with the audience was not as 

anticipated. Constructive feedback on the initial design 

of the website led to several new developments in 2012. 

The accessibility of the website was increased by some 

non-flash applications for better compatibility with smart 

phones and tablets. A new magazine-like landing page 

was created to offer more context and give a prominent 

place to the latest stories and blogs. 

To further increase our outreach, together with the 

Loefflab Foundation, collaborations were sought with 

other organizations such as Sargasso, Urgenda, Eco-

Schools, Plan NL, Youth Food Movement, The Water 

Channel and the organizers of film festival Green 

Unplugged. Video workshops were organized and we 

intensified our social media strategy. We’ve since seen a 

considerable increase of our online community. 

A toolkit for secondary schools was developed to enable 

both students and teachers to use What if we change 

in their classrooms. Some side projects with secondary 

schools were initiated, and the platform has been utilized 

in a number of school projects and project weeks. 

With hindsight, the project would have benefitted 

from more extended outreach from the start, not only 

stimulating a grassroots movement but also reaching 

people through advertising, targeted actions and liaising 

with established media channels. However, it was a very 

worthwhile experiment that has enriched our knowledge 

of community building and raising awareness, and 

Website and Media
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resulted in many hours of valuable footage that we will 

continue to use to convince and inspire people with 

global stories about ecosystem restoration.

To share the project with a bigger audience, together 

with the Loefflab Foundation we have produced a 

50-minute documentary that will premiere on October 

17th in Amsterdam. The film will be available on Youtube 

for everyone to see, use and share. A distribution strategy 

has been developed to submit the film to relevant (online) 

film festivals and platforms, and make it available for 

educational purposes both here and in the Global South. 

The film can be showcased in communities worldwide 

to demonstrate the strength and opportunities of 

ecosystem restoration. The website will continue to 

serve as a global visual database and resource for 

everyone to visit and learn about restoration. As part of 

IUCN NL’s overall visual communication strategy there 

will be many opportunities for us to refer to and make 

use of the material gathered in this unique project. 
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Forests, wetlands, drylands, lakes: ecosystems are as rich and di-
verse as the people who are part of them. Equally diverse are the 
challenges and solutions people find, but all are making mutual 

changes towards fixing this earth. 
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Website Sc Media

Month
Unique 
visitors

Number 
of visits Pages Hits

Youtube 
views

Facebook 
likes

Twitter 
followers

01/04/11 0 0 0 0 0
01/05/11 84 168 6112 16758 336 42
01/06/11 525 994 10271 22604 748 49
01/07/11 1025 1898 14434 40724 1367 64
01/08/11 956 1715 13161 38516 1466 72
01/09/11 1344 2435 15458 36025 858 75
01/10/11 2534 4528 21597 60417 1279 98
01/11/11 3034 5111 19997 61182 1343 117
01/12/11 2854 4578 15378 45493 1965 125
01/01/12 5681 14255 37173 91040 1937 126
01/02/12 7048 24293 70899 167337 2322 138
01/03/12 6851 16231 56294 145823 1857 149
01/04/12 6235 14701 41574 91128 1758 152
01/05/12 6415 16153 46937 115135 1662 165
01/06/12 6783 19298 47335 154621 1826 188
01/07/12 6247 18261 47970 140672 1598 206
01/08/12 5257 14212 36963 112263 2130 223 219
01/09/12 5146 14143 48860 149417 2142 259 233
01/10/12 4314 11091 35655 123506 1889 283 248
01/11/12 6666 16825 51771 187404 2502 311 298
01/12/12 5687 15244 51671 158561 1500 372 345
01/01/13 5126 11403 33206 120215 2619 408 412
01/02/13 8099 19428 56677 224493 2676 476 469
01/03/13 7362 16786 52419 230480 2959 578 545
01/04/13 8111 19676 64599 297368 4901 716 600
01/05/13 10854 21254 58813 272216 7215 887 671
01/06/13 6603 17130 57323 213431 10285 957 760
01/07/13 5822 14271 44775 167341 10415 1033 823
01/08/13 7378 20798 82323 176148 8701 1107 867

Visitor Data
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2010

•	 (June 28 – July 2) Keynote address: Commonwealth For-
est Conference, Edinburgh 

•	 (July 12) European Parliament, Brussels, Belgium
•	 (July 14) The Royal Society - Foundation for Science and 

Technology London
•	 (August 16-19)  Rwanda Scoping Mission with Head of 

United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), Jan McAlpine, 
and Stewart Maginnis – Kigali, Rwanda

•	 (September 13) Nairobi, Kenya, United Nations Forum 
on Forests (UNFF) – Keynote address to the Plenum

•	 (October 14 – 15) Prince Bernhard Foundation, the 
Netherlands

•	 (November 3-4) Hong Kong, “Low Carbon Cities for High 
Quality Lives” - Keynote Address

•	 (November 10 – 21) Santa Cruz and La Paz, Bolivia – 
Fundaçion Natura/Policy and Presentations to Govern-
ment agencies

•	 (November 30 – December 10) United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) COP 16 
- Cancun, Mexico 

2011

•	 (February 3) International Year of Forests – 2011- Film 
Festival, “Hope in a Changing Climate” winner of best of 
category “Issues and Solutions”

•	 (July 3) Tallberg Forum, Sigtuna, Sweden 
•	 (July 15) Caux Forum for Human Security - UNCCD 

Event – Caux, Switzerland
•	 (September 2) Global Partnership on Forest Landscape 

Restoration (GPLFR), High Level Policy Session, Bonn 
Germany

•	 (November 3 – 4) World Future Council (WFC), Ham-
burg, Germany

•	 (November 5) Richard Jones Memorial Lecture, Novem-
ber 5, 2011, Tasmania, Australia

•	 (December 8) UNFCCC COP 17 Durban, “Rwanda – 
Emerging in a Changing Climate” 

2012

•	 (January, 7-12, 2012) Asia Plateau Conference, Initiatives 
of Change; Panchgani, Maharashtra, India

•	 (January 13-17, 2012) King Abdullah University of 
Science and Technology (KAUST), Water Enrichment 
Program, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

•	 (February 29, 2012) Talk at the Royal Society of Art, 
London, UK

•	 (April 25-30, 2012) 2nd International Water Retention 
Landscape Conference, Tamera Community, Portugal

•	 (April, 30, 2012) Broadcast of ‘Green Gold’ VPRO docu-
mentary and live discussion following broadcast

•	 (June 15-23, 2012) Several presentations at Rio+20
•	 (July 9, 2012) CAUX Human Security Conference (IofC), 

workshop at ‘Restoring Earth’s Degraded Lands Day, 
Caux, Switzerland

•	 (September 5-15, 2012) IUCN World Conservation Con-
gress 2012, Jeju, South Korea. Presentation at ‘Beyond 
Jargon’ workshop, organized by John Francis, National 
Geographic

2013

•	 (February 25), Rode Hoed, Lecture at the Foundation 
Centre for Agriculture and the Environment, Amster-
dam, The Netherlands

•	 (March 5-6) The Economist World Forest’s Summit, The 
Grand Hôtel, Stockholm

•	 (May, 16-19), Katoomba XVIII: Forests, Water, and Peo-
ple, Beijing, China

•	 (June 7-9) Third International Water Symposium, June 
7-9th, Tamera, Portugal (John and Kosima)

•	 (June 13-15) Tallberg Forum 2013, Tällberg, Sweden 
(John and Kosima)

Films 

•	 “In Search of Sustainability - MALI”  (What if we change)
•	 “Rwanda Forests of Hope” (UN Forum on Forests)
•	 “For Forests” – A short film for the GPFLR
•	 “Green Call Mongolia” (World Bank – Ulan Bataar) 
•	 “Interview with Minister Eric Solheim” (World Bank – 

FAO – REDD+)
•	 “Forests Make Drylands Work” (UNCCD International 

Day of Desertification)
•	 “Leading With Agriculture” (World Bank – Ministers 

Meeting South Africa)
•	 “BONN CHALLENGE” (GPFLR)
•	 “Rwanda – Emerging in a Changing Climate” (Climate 

Development Knowledge Network (CDKN) - UNFCCC 
COP 17 DURBAN)

•	 VPRO Tegenlicht documentary film Green Gold (English 
and Dutch versions available)

•	 Short film for UNEP and Government of Rwanda, for 
showing at Rio+20 Summit

•	 5 x Vignettes for Global Forest and Climate Change 
Programme

•	 UNCCD – Luc Hoffman Award film, shown at the IUCN 
World Conservation Congress in Jeju

•	 UNCCD – Land For Life Award films, shown at the UN-
FCCC talks in Doha, 3 December, 2012

Highlights Visual Roadshow John D. Liu
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Research and Documentation

•	  China
•	 Switzerland
•	 Norway
•	 Ecuador
•	 Ghana
•	 Mexico
•	 Oregon
•	 Rwanda  
•	 USA St. Andrews Forest
•	 DPRK 
•	 Brazil  
•	 Jordan 
•	 Oman 
•	 Russia 
•	 South Korea
•	 Uganda
•	 Bolivia
•	 Haiti 
•	 Turkey
•	 Mali
•	 New Jersey
•	 Germany
•	 India
•	 Sweden
 
Accomplishments 

•	 Rwanda mission with IUCN/
UNFF resulted in Memorandum 
of Understanding with Rwanda 
Government: Rwanda Forest and 
Landscape Restoration Initiative 
to restore all degraded land in 
Rwanda

•	 Invited to join Communication 
Committee for “International Year 
of Forests – 2011 (joined 2010)

•	 Invited to join IUCN Commission 
on Ecosystem Management (CEM) 
(joined 2010)

•	 Invited to join IUCN Commission 
on Education and Communication 
(CEC) (joined 2010)

•	 Produced 15-minute excerpted 
film for screening for IUCN Com-
mission on Ecosystem Manage-
ment at the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) COP10 in 
Nagoya, Japan October 2010

•	 Produce 10-minute film for World 

Bank and IUCN event at Cancun 
COP 16 of United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) 

•	 John D. Liu has received a Visiting 
Fellowship at the Free University of 
Amsterdam, as part of the Critical 
Zone Hydrology Group in the Fac-
ulty of Human and Earth Sciences 
(January 2013)

•	 Cooperation with The Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and IEMP

Most Notable Achievements

•	 Signing a MOU with Citizen Televi-
sion to broadcast a series called 
What If We Change? in nine African 
Countries. Series now showing in 9 
African countries. 

•	 Achieved working with tve (Televi-
sions Trust for the Environment) 
based in UK to distribute a large 
amount of tve and EEMP films, 
which were broadcast on CCTV in 
June/July 2013. 

•	 MOUs signed with CCTV 
(2013/2014) and with Tianjin TV 
(2013) in PR China (co-production 
of a pilot programme with 10 
EEMP re-edited films)

•	 Video message for Global Soil 
Week 

•	 Written article Functional Ecosys-
tems as the Engine of the Green 
Economy, published by UNDP in 
a publication about Green Econo-
mies

•	 , published at Rio +20
•	 Harvard International Review – 

“The Logical Next Step for Ecosys-
tem Restoration”

•	 “Hope in a Changing Climate” – 
Translation into Polish, Chinese, 
Russian, Vietnamese, French, Ger-
man, Spanish, Portuguese

•	 “Green Gold” Over 180,000 views 
on Permaculture Day site (July 
2013, 180,000 viewers on You 
Tube)

•	 HOPE IN A CHANGING CLIMATE 
has been selected for NATURAL 

HEROES Season 6, to appear on 
PBS affiliate broadcast stations 
Summer 2013.

What if we change? TV series

A documentary film series on Ecosys-
tems and Sustainability, which makes 
the necessity of achieving sustainabil-
ity and the science of how to achieve it 
accessible for everyone.

A presenter led series (of 25 minute 
films) in the style of the pilot and mod-
el for the series – ‘Hope in a Changing 
Climate’. The episodes generally focus 
on different countries, highlighting 
various geographic areas and ecologi-
cal zones.

The series currently consists of 24 
episodes, but more will soon be added, 
including episodes produced by the 
What if we change reporters. 

In 2013, the plan is to expand the reach 
of the What If We Change? series to 
more countries (through http://www.
citizentv.co.ke/) and to attract more 
supporters and funders to join the 
effort to broadcast environmentally 
focused films across the globe. 

A possible collaboration with Earth Fo-
cus, Link TV is currently being explored, 
including co-producing a new program 
with EEMP and disseminating it as a 
special feature series through their 
existing Earth Focus network. With the 
recent merger of Link TV and KCET in 
Los Angeles (the nation’s second larg-
est media market), Link TV’s audience 
share will significantly increase and the 
new Link TV app for iPad is also a major 
set forward.
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What if we change (formerly known as We 
ARE the World) is an IUCN NL initiated project 
that restores the productivity of degraded 
ecosystems in India, Mali and on Bonaire, in 
close collaboration with the Wildlife Trust of 
India, Wetlands International and the Dutch 
Caribbean Nature Alliance. 

Through the interactive video platform  
www.whatifwechange.org the project brings 
these developments straight to the viewer 
on the other side of the world and provides a 
novel and interactive approach to the process 
of ecosystem restoration. 


