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ST. MAARTEN
SHARKS AND RAYS

Max. Total Length: 3.0 m (9 ft 10 in) 
Caribbean reef shark
Carcharhinus perezi

Max. Total Length: 3.4 m (11 ft 2 in) 

Max. Total Length: 2.5 m (8 ft 2 in) 

Bull shark
Carcharhinus leucas

Blacktip shark
Carcharhinus limbatus

Max. Disc Width: 7.0 m (23 ft) 
Manta rays
Manta spp.

Max. Total Length: 13.7 m (44 ft 11 in) 

Max. Total Length: 3.4 m (11 ft 2 in) 

Whale shark
Rhincodon typus

Lemon shark
Negaprion brevirostris

Max. Total Length: 3.05 m (10 ft) 
Nurse shark
Ginglymostoma cirratum

Tiger shark
Galeocerdo cuvier Max. Total Length: 5.5 m (18 ft 1 in) 

Great hammerhead
Sphyrna mokarran Max. Total Length: 6.1 m (20 ft) 

Scalloped hammerhead
Sphyrna lewini Max. Total Length: 4.2 m (13 ft 9 in) 

Max. Disc Width: 1.5 m (4 ft 11 in) Max. Disc Width: 2.3 m (7 ft 6 in) 

Spotted eagle ray
Aetobatus narinari

Southern stingray
Dasyatis americana

Some of the other shark species found in the windward Dutch Caribbean 
include the bigeye thresher shark (Alopias superciliosus), common 
thresher shark (Alopias vulpinus), sandbar shark (Carcharhinus 
plumbeus), and dogfishes (Squalus spp.). 

In the inner waters, territorial waters and fishing zone of St. Maarten it 
is prohibited to fish for, injure, capture, or kill sharks, rays and similar 
species (cartilaginous fish) in accordance with the Decree on temporary 
fishing ban Elasmobranchs (GT No. 18 of 2011). 
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1. This sea turtle is an herbivore, which tints the color of its skin and meat. 

2. This sea turtle is covered by a grey/black layer of flexible and leathery 
skin (where it gets its name). 

3. This species can dive up to 4,000ft/1,200meters due to its flexible shell, 
the lack of a rigid breast bone, and its ability to absorb Nitrogen during its 
ascent. The often dive deep in search of jellyfish to eat. 

4. These sea turtles have a very large and thick head, which resembles a 
log (where the turtle gets it’s name). 

5. This sea turtle gets its name for the shape of its beak which is pointed 
and sharp (hawk-like) compared to other species. 

6. This is currently the most common sea turtle species in the waters of the 
United States, but is very rare to see on St. Maarten, a female of this 
species can lay up to 35lbs or 16kg of eggs in one year. 

7. These females only nest every two to three years and can lay about 200 
eggs in each nest. 

8. Their shell is brightly colored and can make them fall prey to the 
‘tortoiseshell’ trade (used in jewelry and ornaments) even though they are 
a protected species. 

9. These are the largest species of sea turtles found in the world growing 
from 6 to 9 feet long (2 to 3 meters) and weighing up to 2,000 pounds, but 
only living an average of 45 years. 

10. These sea turtles have existed in their current form since the time of 
the dinosaurs!  

11. They can provide shelter with over 100 species being found living on 
the shells of these sea turtles. 
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