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Conclusions and Recommendations
The assessment of the overall biodiversity within the Caribbean 
Netherlands has been assessed as moderately to very unfavorable. The 
main concern is for marine species such as marine mammals and sea 
turtles, since there is a substantial lack of data for at least 50% of these 
species (EEA, 2015). Figure 3 below illustrates the seriousness of these 
issues, as all categories have been evaluated as moderately to very unfa-
vorable, given available data. The most significant threats to the future 
of these islands are largely related to overfishing, overgrazing, invasive 
species and climate change (with the first three being responsible for 
the quality rating of more than 80% of the habitats as moderate to very 
unfavorable).  

Overall monitoring and management efforts need to be increased to 
meet the requirements to protect the rich biodiversity of the Caribbean 
Netherlands. There is a disturbing lack of information concerning many 
important species groups such as bats, sharks, orchids and pollinators. 
Understanding the current status of each of the islands biodiversity will 
be crucial for planning the way forward. 

Collaborate efforts between government, NGOs, business and knowl-
edge institutions (known as the Golden Triangle) will be increasingly 
important for a sustainable future. In 2013, the economic value of eco-
system services for Bonaire was estimated at 31% of GDP, for Saba 63% 
of GDP and for St. Eustatius 24% of GDP, yet less than one thousandth 
(0.1%) of the annual budget goes toward conservation efforts (van Beek 
et al., 2015). A fundamental shift in how governments view investing in 
their own environments will be required to accomplish the tasks neces-
sary for a sustainable future. 

Figure 3: Assessment of the current state of nature (2017) of 11 habitats and 12 species (group) and in the Dutch Caribbean
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