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This sponge, of the genus Neotrosia, is a completely new species 
to science. New species not only increase our biodiversity, but 
also provide new opportunities for human use and technologi-
cally advancement.
Photo credit: Bonaire Deep Reef Expedition.
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Welcome to BioNews 

BioNews is a monthly 

newsletter featuring recent 

biodiversity research and 

monitoring on and around 

the six islands of the Dutch 

Caribbean. BioNews also 

provides an overview of 

recent publications, current 

research and monitoring 

activities, and upcoming 

events.

For any questions or 

feedback, or if you would 

like to make a contribution, 

please contact us at

info@DCNAnature.org

Photo credits: 

All photos courtesy of SHAPE Photography 

or Brenda S. & R. Duncan Kirkby unless 

otherwise credited.

Layout & Design: Robert Jan van Oosten.

16
ISSUE

SEPTEMBER
2014

This  Issue
BREAKING NEWS: New Species Discovery    1

The Value of Nature in the Caribbean Netherlands   2
Research & Monitoring Overview   4

Reports and Publications   5
Economic Valuation Workshop   6

Protecting Nature For People on St. Maarten    7
Calendar   8

Bringing you the latest in research and monitoring 

news from the Dutch CaribbeanBioNews

Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance
Safeguarding nature in the Dutch Caribbean

Already considered a global biodiversity hot-
spot, the long and impressive list of species 
living on and around Caribbean coral reefs 
just grew by a remarkable 15 marine animals 
- 11 sponges, 3 fish and 1 shrimp. And the 
biggest news is that these species are not just 
new to our coral reefs - they are completely 
new discoveries to science! 

With results in from the 2013 Curasub expedi-
tion, led by IMARES researchers Lisa Becking 
and Erik Meesters, we can now celebrate the in-
creased biodiversity of our rich marine environ-
ment. Global seas cover more than 70% of the 
earth with an estimated 1 - 10 million species 
residing there. However, at minimum only one-
third of those species have been discovered and 
described. It appears to be true that we know 
more about the surface of the moon than the 
depths of our oceans. Diving to depths of 250 
metres off Bonaire’s coast, the submarine pro-
vided researchers an up-close look at some of 
these more-difficult-to-reach deep reefs.

The discovery of these 15 creatures, and of all 
new reef species, provides better understanding 
of how the complex coral reef ecosystem func-
tions and also opens the potential for human use. 
Chemically complex toxins of sponges, for exam-
ple, have been explored by chemists for medici-
nal use since the 1960’s. Continued exploration 
of our deep reefs and deep sea will undoubtedly 
lead to the discovery of more novel species.

Not all the results from the Bonaire deep reef 
expedition are positive. Documented blooms of 
algae, trash and invasive species all signal eco-

system degradation. Large fields of cyanobac-
teria algae, which often signal human induced 
nutrient enrichment, were discovered at depths 
between 45 - 90 metres. While the issue of trash, 
and in particular plastic, in our seas is gaining 
more and more international attention, most 
of the focus has been on floating debris. The 
Bonaire expedition noted trash at all depths, re-
minding us that our seascapes are three-dimen-
sional and that our impact is not limited to the 
surface. The Caribbean’s most infamous invasive 
species was also discovered at depths; lionfish 
were observed aggregating at artificial struc-
tures below 100 metres, well out of the range 
of volunteer recreational SCUBA divers who cur-
rently control the invasion on the shallow reef.

Visit the Dutch Caribbean Biodiversity Database to 
download the full report of the Bonaire deep reef ex-
pedition (www.dcbd.nl/resources). This project was 
commissioned by the Dutch Ministry of Economic Af-
fairs. Naturalis Biodiversity Center supported the tax-
onomic work. The Curasub is of Substation Curaçao.
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The Challenge
The Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs commis-
sioned Wolfs Company, the VU University Am-
sterdam and Wageningen UR to determine the 
economic value of ecosystem services on the is-
lands of Bonaire, St. Eustatius and Saba. The chal-
lenge of the project was to deliver insights that 
support decision-makers in the long-term man-
agement of the islands’ economies and natural 
environment.

Assigning economic values to the main eco-
system services of the Caribbean Netherlands, 
draws attention to the economic benefits of 
biodiversity and highlights the growing costs of 
biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation. By 
surveying over 1,500 people on the three islands 
including tourists, local residents and experts, 
interviewing around 1,700 Dutch residents in 
the continental Netherlands and analysing a vast 
amount of economic and ecological data, these 
studies were able to estimate the benefits of the 
natural capital in the Caribbean Netherlands. 
Additional scenario analyses were conducted to 
inform decision-makers about the most effective 
strategies to manage nature on the islands.

Ecosystem Services in the Caribbean
Netherlands
The Caribbean Netherlands is home to a wealth 
of natural resources. The population of 22,000 
people residing in the Caribbean depends to a 
large extent on the goods and services that are 
provided by their ecosystems. The tourism in-
dustry is the most important economic pillar for 
the Caribbean Netherlands, with an estimated 
100,000 stay-over visitors per year and a grow-
ing cruise ship market on Bonaire. Most touris-
tic activities in the Caribbean Netherlands are 
highly dependant on the quality of the natural 
environment. All three islands are surrounded 
by living coral reefs and therefore attract many 
divers and snorkelers. However, nature-based 

tourism in the Caribbean Netherlands is not lim-
ited to marine activities such as snorkelling and 
SCUBA diving but also includes land-based ac-
tivities that depend on healthy terrestrial land-
scapes. Besides contributing significantly to the 
local economies, the research shows that tour-
ists have a positive willingness to pay for addi-
tional nature conservation measures. 

Local residents benefit directly from the natural 
environment as it supports a broad range of rec-
reational activities, supports industry and holds 
important cultural values. Due to the different 
characteristics of the three islands, residents ex-
perience different concerns regarding the state 
of the natural environment. However, common 
environmental issues that local residents across 
the three islands worry about most have been 
identified as solid waste treatment and free 
roaming livestock. Local residents have a posi-
tive willingness to pay for additional manage-
ment of these threats to their islands. In addition 
to local cultural and recreational amenities and 
tourism benefits, the ecosystems of the Caribbe-
an Netherlands provide important services such 
as fisheries, carbon sequestration, medicinal and 
pharmaceutical values, research and education 
and coastal protection.

The Value
The total economic value of the natural environ-
ment of the Caribbean Netherlands is estimated 
to be $122 million per year. This is close to $5,800 
per capita of the islands’ residents and clearly 
shows that the economy of the Caribbean Neth-
erlands has a high dependence on its natural as-
sets. Just over half of the total economic value is 
made up of Dutch mainland citizens’ willingness 
to pay for nature conservation in the Caribbean 
Netherlands. At present this willingness to pay 
does not translate into funding to support con-
servation management on the islands. 

Ecosystems such as the cloud forest that blankets the hillsides of Mt. Scenery on Saba, the rain-
forest found within the crater of the Quill on St. Eustatius and the fringing coral reefs surround-
ing the entire island of Bonaire are essential to the society of the Caribbean Netherlands. In 
the last few decades, various local and global developments have resulted in serious threats 
to these fragile ecosystems, thereby jeopardising the foundation of the islands’ economies. In 
order to make well-founded decisions that balance development with the need to preserve nat-
ural resources, it is critical to understand how nature contributes to the economy and human 
wellbeing in the Caribbean Netherlands. 

The Value of Nature in the Caribbean Netherlands
By Stijn Schep, Wolfs Company

Ecosystem services 
are the contributions of 
ecosystems to human 
well-being. They include 
climate regulation, water 
purification, disease con-
trol and food production.
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An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure
The study made use of a dynamic model to sim-
ulate the current situation on the islands and 
provide insight in the effects of possible future 
management scenarios. These scenarios were 
developed in close cooperation with local stake-
holders to analyse how the value of ecosystems 
would respond in the long term to different 
threats and interventions. It was concluded that if 
current pressures on local ecosystems are not ad-
dressed appropriately, ecosystems will degrade 
lessening the value of the islands’ natural capital. 

Managing threats in order to maintain or even 
increase the value of ecosystems is a worthwhile 
economic investment. Analysis shows that con-
trolling roaming livestock and invasive lionfish, for 
example, are much more cost effective compared 
to the cost of ecosystem restoration projects. 

How Citizens in the Mainland Netherlands 
Value Nature in the Caribbean Netherlands.

How important is the unique Caribbean envi-
ronment for the average Dutch citizen? How 
does one value the worth of these islands’ eco-
systems even if they will never visit these beau-
tiful islands? Does the fact that the Caribbean 
Netherlands islands recently became special 
Dutch municipalities create a sense of solidar-
ity among the population of the Netherlands? 
These questions have been addressed in an 
extensive case study with the aim to advise 
policy makers in the Netherlands on the level 
of public support of for the Caribbean Nether-
lands ecosystems.

The most notable result is that Dutch main-
land citizens have a positive willingness to 
pay for protecting nature on both sides of the 
ocean. The initial value of citizens for the en-
vironment as a whole and their level of con-
sumer confidence in economy were strong 
explanatory variables in deriving their willing-
ness to pay. Despite a negative perception of 
Dutch economic prospects during the time of 
the surveys, respondents nonetheless placed 
significant emphasis on environmental pro-
tection. The aggregated amount for the pro-
tection of nature in the Caribbean Netherlands 
is estimated at $63 million. Study results show 
that raising awareness about the fact that the 
20,000 inhabitants of the Caribbean Neth-
erlands are in no position to fundamentally 
support the level of nature conservation that 
is needed will contribute significantly to the 
support for protection.

Willingness to pay for nature conservation

Number of households 7.5 million

Willingness to pay per 
household

$8.50 per year

Total willingness to pay $63 million per yearBreakdown of the total economic value of nature in the Caribbean 
Netherlands: Tourism, Fisheries, Research, Local Households, 
Carbon Sequestration, Medicinal/pharmaceutical, Art

Value 
Mainland

Netherlands
52%

Value 
Caribbean 

Netherlands
48%

Total Economic Value of Nature 
in the Caribbean Netherlands: 
$122 million

Further Reading
For further information 
about valuing Ecosystem 
Services in the Caribbean 
Netherlands, contact 
Esther Wolfs at Esther.
wolfs@wolfscompany.
com or Pieter van Beu-
kering at IVM pieter.van.
beukering@vu.nl and 
visit the webpage www.
wolfscompany.com
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Below you will find an overview of the research work underway in the Dutch Caribbean in March 2014.

Category Subject Islands Organisation: Lead Scientist

Birds Pilot study of post-fledging survival of Yellow-shouldered Amazon Parrots BON Echo: Sam Williams, Lily Leahy

Birds Antillean Crested Hummingbird behavior and feeding ecology study EUX STENAPA: Hannah Madden and
Joseph Shepherdson

Corals Bioerosion and calcification of Bonaire’s coral reef BON IMARES: Erik Meesters and
Ingrid van Beek

Corals Postsettlement dynamics of Caribbean corals and reef restoration CUR University of Amsterdam:
Valerie Chamberland

Corals Larval biology of corals and reef microbiology CUR UC Merced: Kristen Marhaver

Corals Ecology of the coral family Meandrinidae CUR UC Merced: Kristen Marhaver

Corals Chemical ecology of coral larvae CUR Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution: Amy Apprill

Corals Coral larvae and sound CUR North Carolina State University: 
Ashlee Lillis

Mollusks Queen Conch reproduction, distribution and abundance SAB, 
EUX

Martin de Graaf, IMARES; Melanie 
Meijer Zu Schlochtern; Saba Con-
servation Foundation; Erik Boman, 
Public Entity of St. Eustatius

Plants Phenology of Bonaire’s trees BON Echo: Lily Leahy

Don’t see your research or would you like to learn more about the projects on this list? 
Email us: info@DCNAnature.org

Research Overview

An overview of the monitoring programmes for which fieldwork took place on the islands in September 2014.

Category Subject Islands Organisation: Lead Scientist
Birds Flamingo abundance and distribution BON Public Entity of Bonaire:  Frank van Slobbe

Crustaceans Lobster reproduction SAB,
EUX

IMARES: Martin de Graaf;
Saba Conservation Foundation: Melanie Meijer 
Zu Schlochtern;
Public Entity of St. Eustatius: Erik Boman

Environmental Water quality at Little Bay Beach and Oyster Bay Beach. SXM EPIC: Rueben Thompson

Fish Abundance and distribution survey (stereo video) BON IMARES: Martin de Graaf

Fish Shark abundance, distribution and movements (tagging) SXM St. Maarten Nature Foundation: Tadzio Bervoets 

Fish Shark sightings
SAB,
EUX,
SXM

IMARES: Ingrid van Beek,
Sea Saba: Lynn Costenaro.
St. Maarten Nature Foundation: Tadzio Bervoets; 
STENAPA: Jessica Berkel

Invasive Species Lionfish abundance and control

ARU, 
BON, 
CUR, 
SAB,
EUX,
SXM

STINAPA Bonaire: Ramon de Leon;
CARMABI: Mark Vermeij;
Saba Conservation Foundation: Melanie 
Meijer Zu Schlochtern; St. Maarten Nature 
Foundation: Tadzio Bervoets

Mammals Marine mammal sightings

BON, 
SAB,
EUX,
SXM

IMARES: Martin de Graaf and Meike Scheidat

Natural Resource Use Diver visitation

BON, 
SAB,
EUX,
SXM

STINAPA Bonaire: Ramon de Leon;
Saba Conservation Foundation: Kai Wulf
STENAPA: Jessica Berkel;
St. Maarten Nature Foundation: Tadzio Bervoets

Natural Resource Use Fisheries landings
BON, 
SAB,
EUX

IMARES: Martin de Graaf; Saba Conservation: 
Melanie Meijer Zu Schlochtern Foundation; 
STENAPA: Jessica Berkel;
Public Entity of St. Eustatius: Erik Boman

Plants Reforestation of Klein Bonaire BON STINAPA: Elsmarie Beukenboom

Reptiles Sea turtle nesting 

BON, 
CUR, 
EUX, 
SXM

Sea Turtle Conservation Bonaire: Mabel Nava; 
Carmabi Sabine Berendse;
STENAPA: Jessica Berkel;
St. Maarten Sea Turtle Watch: Soraya de la Fuente.

Reptiles Sea turtle sightings BON,
EUX

Sea Turtle Conservation Bonaire: Mabel Nava; 
STENAPA; Jessica Berkel 

Don’t see your monitoring programme or would you like to learn more about the projects on this list? 

Email us: info@DCNAnature.org

Monitoring Overview

Interested in secure storage 

and dynamic analysis for your 

research and monitoring 

data? Contact Alterra and 

IMARES to learn more.
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Below you will find an overview of the reports and publications on biodiversity related subjects in the Dutch 
Caribbean that have recently been published. The listed publications can be downloaded from the Dutch Carib-
bean Biodiversity Database (DCBD)  - www.dcbd.nl/resources

Becking, L.E.; Meesters, H.W.G. (2014)
Bonaire deep reef expedition I. IMARES Report no. C006/14 – p.50.

Beek, I.J.M. van; Meesters, H.W.G. (2014)
Saba Bank research expedition 2013 – progress report. IMARES Report no. C086/14 – p.45.

Cado van der Lely, J.A.; Warning, A.E.;  Schep, S.W.; Beukering, P. van; Wolfs, E. (2014)
The total economic value of nature on Saba. Report R-14/11. Institute for Environmental Studies, VU University 
Amsterdam – p.57.

Cado van der Lely, J.A.; Warning, A.E.;  Schep, S.W.; Beukering, P. van; Wolfs, E. (2014)
The total economic value of nature on St. Eustatius. Report R-14/12. Institute for Environmental Studies, VU 
University Amsterdam – p.57.

Davidson, B. C.; Philpot, S., Onyeokoro, U., Jones, W., Amelingmeier, L., Kamel, J., & Madhavan, R. (2014).
Assessment of the degree of mercury contamination of marine fish around Bonaire. Toxicological & 
Environmental Chemistry, (ahead-of-print), 1-5.

Debrot, A.O.; Boman, E.B.; Piontek, S.; Madden, H. (2014)
Iguana delicatissima (Lesser Antillean Iguana): mortality and reproduction. Herpetological Review 45(1): 129-130.

Debrot, A.O.; Esteban, N.; Bervoets, T.; Hoetjes, P.C.; Scheidat, M. (2013)
Marine mammals of the northeastern Caribbean Windward Dutch Islands: Saba, St. Eustatius, St. Maarten and 
the Saba Bank. Caribbean Journal of Science 47(2-3): 159-172.

Debrot, A.O.; Léon, R. de; Esteban, N.; Meesters, H.W.G. (2013)
Observations on the whale shark (Rhyncodon typus) in the Dutch Caribbean. Caribbean Journal of Science 
47(2-3): 344-349.

Debrot, A.O.; Vinke, E.; Wende, G. van der; Hylkema, A.; Reed, J.R. (2014)
Deepwater marine litter densities and composition from submersible video-transects around the ABC-islands, 
Dutch Caribbean. Marine Pollution Bulletin. Online first.

Grol, M.G.G.; Rypel, A.L.; Nagelkerken, I. (2014)
Growth potential and predation risk drive ontogenetic shifts among nursery habitats in a coral reef fish. Marine 
Ecology Progress Series 502: 229–244. doi: 10.3354/meps10682

Hughes, D.F.; Meshaka Jr, W.E.; Buurt, G. van (2014)
The Superior colonizing gecko Hemidactylus mabouia on Curaçao: conservation implications for the native 
gecko Phyllodactylus martini. Journal of Herpetology 48(4): in press.

Leeuw S. de (2014)
A study on the growing conditions, distribution and propagation of Statia Morning Glory Ipomoea 
sphenophylla on Sint Eustatius. STENAPA Report. P.20.

Roberts, M. H.; Martin, R.O;, Beckerman, A.P.; Williams S.R. (2014)
Occupation rates of artificial and restored natural nest cavities of Yellow-shouldered Amazons Amazona 
babadensis on Bonaire, Caribbean Netherlands. Conservation Evidence, 11, 39-42.

Slijkerman, D.M.E.; Vries, P. de; Kotterman, M.J.J.; Cuperus, J.; Kwadijk, C.J.A.F.; Wijngaarden, R. van (2013)
Saliña Goto and reduced flamingo abundance since 2010: Ecological and ecotoxicological research. 
Wageningen IMARES UR Report no. C211/13 - p.72.

Waite, R., et al. (2014)
Coastal Capital: Ecosystem Valuation for Decision Making in the Caribbean. Word Resources Institute Guidebook.

Reports and Publications
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Nature Valuation Workshop

BioNews Issue 16

To date, more than 100 valuation studies have 
been conducted in Caribbean coastal areas. 
However, only a small percentage have result-
ed in new policy, management, or investment 
in nature conservation. Workshop participants 
from across the Caribbean shared knowledge 
and experience to help ensure valuable lessons 
learned are not lost in planning, executing and 
communicating about nature valuation studies. 

The group spent time mapping out stakeholder 
engagement processes, fine-tuning messages 
for targeted audiences and working with ex-
perts on real policy questions islands are facing 
related to development and conservation.

Steps to conducting an effective economic 
valuation of nature
Adapted from the World Resources Institute’s 
“Coastal Capital: Ecosystem Valuation for Deci-
sion Making in the Caribbean”

1. Identify a clear policy question. Explicitly 
tying the valuation to an impending decision 
helps ensure that the study will be policy-rel-
evant. In Bonaire, for example, previous valua-
tion studies specifically examined divers’ will-
ingness to pay for marine park management 
in order to help maintain coral reef quality. 
These findings justified the Bonaire National 
Marine Park’s adoption of park entry fees in 
1992 and subsequent fee increase in 2005. 

2. Work closely with local stakeholders in-
cluding decision-makers. Close collabora-
tion with “end users” of the valuation study, 
such as government agencies or resource 
managers, can help ensure use. For exam-
ple, in St. Maarten the Nature Foundation 
worked directly with the Ministry of Tourism 
and Economic Affairs from the outset to de-
sign a study on the economic value of the St. 
Maarten’s marine environment. As a direct 
result, the Minister declared the Man of War 
Shoal Marine Park a protected area.

P-6

Over 30 nature managers, policy makers and economists gathered on Bonaire in September to 

explore key factors of success in nature economic valuation studies. The three-day workshop, 

entitled “The implementation and effective communication of ecosystem services valuation 

studies in the Caribbean,” was a follow-up event to the International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI) 

General Meeting in Belize last year where the need was identified to improve practical results 

stemming from nature valuation studies. 
Bonaire
STINAPA Bonaire
tel: +599-717-8444
www.stinapa.org

Bonaire
STCB
tel: +599-717-2225
www.bonaireturtles.org

Bonaire
Echo
tel. +599-701-1188
www.echobonaire.org

Curaçao
CARMABI
tel: +599-9-462-4242
www.carmabi.org

Group photo of participants
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Curaçao
Stichting Uniek Curaçao
tel: +599-9-462-8989 / 6632
www.uniekcuracao.org

Saba
Saba Conservation Foundation
tel: +599-416-3295
www.sabapark.org

St. Eustatius
STENAPA
tel: +599-318-2884
www.statiapark.org

St. Maarten
Nature Foundation 
tel: +721-544-4267
www.naturefoundationsxm.org

St. Maarten
Emilio Wilson Estate FDN
tel: +1-721-524-1516
www.sxmconservation-
foundations.org/ewef

SA
BA CONSERVATIO

N

FOUNDATION

“As a marine protected area manager I found the workshop on Bonaire to be very useful. Communi-
cating the value of ecosystems can be tricky. I learned that when you express ecosystem services in 
terms of what they do for human recreation, health and survival or in terms of a dollar value then it 
is easier for people to understand.

If I just say coral reefs are good it makes no sense to some people or they just do not care. But if I say 
from healthy coral reefs you get fish which means money for the fishermen and food for the dinner 

table and tourist dollars from snorkelling and diving and dining in restaurants then people are more willing to listen and 
understand that healthy coral reefs are good for everyone.”

Jessica Berkel, St. Eustatius National Marine Park Manager

Protecting Nature For People on St. Maarten

On St. Maarten, coral reef related tourism, in-
cluding diving and snorkelling is a central com-
ponent to the economy. The reefs and coralline 
beaches attract over 2 million visitors a year 
and tourism directly or indirectly employ 75% 
of the country’s population. Reefs and seagrass 
also nurture fisheries worth $ 2 million per year, 
providing an important source of food and liveli-
hoods for islanders.

Despite their economic value, St. Maarten’s reefs 
have been degrading for decades due to coastal 
development and overfishing. In 2010, the St. 
Maarten Nature Foundation began campaign-
ing for a marine protected area, using a World 

Resources Institute methodology to show that 
marine ecosystems contribute $58 million a year 
to the country’s economy through tourism and 
fisheries.

After a brief negotiation process, the govern-
ment established the Man of War Shoal Marine 
Park, protecting the island’s most ecologically, 
economically, and culturally important marine 
habitats from overexploitation. St Maarten’s 
conservation milestone set a precedent for the 
wider Caribbean region, where economies de-
pend heavily on coastal ecosystems, yet human 
activity threatens 75 percent of coral reefs.

With solid data demonstrating that coral reefs not only harbour tremendous biodiversity, but 

also directly support livelihoods on the island, in 2010 the government of St. Maarten took ac-

tion to conserve the island’s highest priority marine areas by establishing its first national park. 

An analysis led by the St. Maarten Nature Foundation utilising a World Resources Institute coral 

reef valuation method played a key role in the park declaration. 

3. Report all results transparently. Transpar-
ency increases credibility among decision-
makers. Rather than boiling down results to a 
single number, it is best to report on a range 
of possible values — being clear about the in-
herent uncertainty in valuing ecosystems. For 
example, the World Resources Institute’s work 
in Belize gave low and high estimates for the 
value of reef and mangrove related tourism, 
fisheries, and shoreline protection, while also 
noting that because these are only three of 
many services provided by coastal ecosys-
tems, the results should be regarded as a low-
er-bound estimate. These results prompted 
Belize’s government to tighten fisheries regu-
lations and ban offshore oil drilling. The gov-
ernment also used the valuation to support a 
damage claim after a cargo ship ran aground 
on the Belize Barrier Reef.

4. Communicate strategically. Valuation 
practitioners can maximise uptake of a 
study’s recommendations by providing non-
technical summaries, metrics, and messages 
that resonate with the specific decision-
makers they’re trying to reach. Based on 
results of the recent valuation for the Carib-
bean Netherlands, the Dutch Caribbean Na-
ture Alliance is communicating the simple 
message back the government that Dutch 
mainlanders are willing to pay $63 million 
per year for the protection of nature on Bo-
naire, Saba and St. Eustatius.

Download the full manual at:
www.wri.org/coastal-capital
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DCNA Contact Information

Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance | Kaya Finlandia 10a | Kralendijk, Bonaire | Dutch Caribbean
+599-717-5010  |  info@DCNAnature.org  |  www.DCNAnature.org  |  www.DCNA .nl

DCNA’s activities are generously supported by the Dutch Postcode
Lottery and the Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations.

If you do not wish to receive future issues of BioNews, or if you have suggestions of colleagues you 
would like us to add to our mailing list, please contact us on info@DCNAnature.org

More events to add to this 

calendar? Please contact us-

and we will include them in 

the next issue.

October
1 - 30 Presentations Sea and Learn - Saba

15 Meeting Seventh Meeting of the Dutch Caribbean Committee on Marine Biodiversity and Fisheries - Bonaire

6 - 17 Meeting 12th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention of Biological Diversity (Theme: “Biodiversity 
for Sustainable Development”) - Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea

20 - 23 Meeting Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance Board Meeting - Aruba

22 - 25 Conference European Overseas Biodiversity, Ecosystem Service and Climate Change Conference - Guadeloupe 

27 - 31 Meeting 16th Latin American and Caribbean Network of Environmental Funds (RedLAC) Assembly - Guayaquil, Ecuador

November
3 - 7 Meeting 67th Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute (GCFI) meeting - Barbados

4 - 9 Meeting Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) COP 11 - Quito, Ecuador

7 - 9 Conference European Elasmobranch Association Annual Scientific Conference - Leeuwarden, The Netherlands

9 - 11 Conference Third International Conference on Marine Mammal Protected Areas - Adelaide, Australia

12 - 19 Congress International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World Parks Congress - Sydney, Australia

24 - 29 Meeting •	 16th Intergovernmental Meeting on the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme (CEP)

•	 13th Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP) to the Cartagena Convention

•	 Second Meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP) to the LBS Protocol

•	 Eighth Meeting of the Contracting (COP) to the SPAW Protocol

•	 Sixth Meeting of the Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee to the SPAW Protocol

December
1 - 12 Conference 20th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

- Lima Peru

TBA Workshop Introduction to Data Analysis Workshop - St. Eustatius

Calendar
An overview of nature conservation and management related events coming up in the next months.


